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1999 FEATURE SERIES—LOOKING

AT OUR "ARTICLES OF FAITH AND

DOCTRINE'

Introduction to this month's theme articles

Brethren in Christ
Lifestyles 101
Every generation reinterprets the truth it believes. Among
the Brethren in Christ that means the truth we live by.
Truth is not inherited—it must be learned.
Teaching is the only way that truth, precious to one generation, will be caught and incorporated into the ethos of the
next generation. The Brethren in Christ understand that teaching by precept only is not enough—the truth we believe must
be incarnated in the lives of imperfect people.
History illustrates that if teaching lapses, the truth will lie
dormant until it is rediscovered again by people seeking to
walk in the ways of their Master, who is the Author of all truth.

Fortunately, we don't need to shop around among other
Christian groups for stimulus on biblical understandings of
simplicity, modesty and worldliness. Our writers for this issue
of the Visitor draw on more than two centuries of on-theground experience with "living" these truths, as reinterpreted
by Brethren in Christ in each generation since the first group
covenanted together near the Susquehanna River. We must
do no more or less in our day.
Harriet Bicksler and Leonard Chester will be more than
satisfied if you, the reader, will follow Jesus' counsel: to search
the Scriptures (John 5:39), and the Apostle Paul's command
"to test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of
evil" (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22).
Don't imagine that the themes of this issue are only
memorializing our past—they are front and center for our
future.—J. Wilmer Heisey

Here is a splendid introduction to the identity, history, theology, and mission
of the Believers Churches. While commending the vision of these "radical"
Christians to the conscience of mainstream Christianity, the author also
challenges those within the heritage to confront the erosion of their commitment to the Christ who ministered on the margins of society. This
book probes as well as informs.—Luke Keefer, Professor of Church History,
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio.

PaD'CAI
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Church Tradition in
The Believers
History and Future
Christianity's

[This book] marks the emergence of a new stage in Believers Church
understanding. Many have assumed that central Christian doctrines, such
as Christology and atonement, are developed and appropriated in the
same way by all Christian traditions. By contrast, Callen demonstrates that
the Believers Church tradition is more than an ecclesiological concept; it
has the potential to become a distinctive theological lens for interpreting
all of Christian thought and history.—J. Denny Weaver, Chair, Department of Religion and History, Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio.

RADICAL CHRISTIANITY: The Believers Church Tradition
in Christianity's History and Future by Barry L. Callen
Available from your local bookstore, or order directly from

EVANGEL PUBLISHING HOUSE
224 Pages, Paperbound

$14.95

P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550
Toll-free order line: (800) 253-9315 • FAX: (219) 773-5934

Visit and order from our complete on-line catalog at:
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Leonard J. Chester is senior
pastor of the Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church, Sherkston, Ontario. He has served
the church in a number of
capacities, including serving as
Secretary of the Canadian
Conference.
Evangelical

DOCTRINE"

What about modesty
and simplicity?

One who
knows "enough
is enough"
will always
have enough.
Do you have
enough?

4

AT OUR "ARTICLES OF FAITH AND

Visitor

by Leonard J. Chester

T

HE DEFINING of "enough" changes
with each cultural context and shift.
This is noticeable when observing
many international settings; it is also
reality within our own cultures. The
amount and variety of household appliances,
the number of clothing outfits, the desire for
more living space for each person/family are
radically increased from my grandparents'
lives to those of our daughters. Did my
grandparents (and then my parents) have
enough? What does our Brethren in Christ
understanding of Christian discipleship have
to say to this definition?
The current doctrinal statement refers to
"a lifestyle of modesty and simplicity" for us.
The "Christian Life and Practice" section of
the Brethren in Christ Bylaws calls believers
"to resist materialism in its various expressions, and to give generously, sacrificially and
proportionately... [to exemplify] a disciplined Christian life [through] a gentle and
quiet spirit, personal devotions, humility, and
modesty." These understandings grow from
our reading of Scripture. The following text is
one example: "Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of
what he has and does—comes not from the
Father but from the world. The world and its
desires pass away, but the man who does the
will of God lives forever" (1 John 2:15-17.
The Lure of the Double-mind

Bombarded by advertising, we are encouraged to love (agape) the world: to be dissatis-

fied with what we have or don't have, to
despise the shape we're in, to reject the transportation we use—and to replace the items or
fix ourselves with new and wonderful products. Lotteries and casinos urge us to lust after
more money and pleasure. Worldly-minded
estate planning advises us to keep it all for
our heirs. Competitive idols and heroes are
paraded before us every few minutes on TV.
In our slogans, we buy into ungodly values:
• Look out for #1;
• I have my rights;
• Time is money;
• You can't be honest and stay in business;
• I want everything that's coming to me.
The Scriptures, on the other hand, call us
to love {agape) God, to participate in the
abundant life of the Kingdom of God, to revel
in freedom from the guilt of our sins, to be
attracted to heaven, to receive healing for our
many brokennesses. In experiencing the gracious love of the Father, we enter into the
move away from loving the world and its
components. Loving the Father conflicts with
"More! More! More!" (See Ephesians 5:5.)
The Lusts of the Double-Mind

The cravings of sinful humanity draw us as
close to the edge of immorality as possible,
without actually sinning (or so we think):
some contemporary casual or swimwear;
claims for some charges on the expense
account; dating a nonbeliever; justifying
attending R-rated movies on the basis of
"art," being my own judge of what's right or
wrong—it all depends! We groan in discomfort from our overeating.
The desires aroused through our vision are
September/October
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manifold: cars, trucks, boats, antiques, all
adult toys; the fashion parade with expensive
jewelry; pornography through videos,
movies, TV, Internet, magazines; the shopping mall industry which reflects our consumer culture; the entertainment fetish in
sports, media, music, TV, leisure. More is better!
Even believers boast of performance and
possessions: pets, hobbies, tools, entertainment center, Christmas decorations; the skill/
prowess of a child or grandchild in sports,
music or school; place name-dropping from
travel; my house (square feet, style, decoration, location, size of lot, furnishings); consumer credit. We have an embarrassment of
riches. We give little heed to the incredible
waste of money through interest paid on our
debts.
None of this comes from the Father nor
from our love for him. Is it any wonder it is
hard to love God supremely? John is reflecting his Master's truth: one cannot be devoted
to God and to material things.
The Life of the Single-Mind

The single-mind devotes itself to loving
God: Father, Jesus, Spirit. We are commanded to love with heart, soul, mind and strength.
We learn to "waste" time with God in prayer,
worship and meditation. "Seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness" (Matthew 6:33).
In this single-mindedness, we grow into
treasuring and serving others: using my spiritual gifts to strengthen the body of Christ,
witnessing to pre-Christians, living with
Kingdom values front and center (losing my
life, carrying my cross, weeping and rejoicing
with others, striving for peace in right relationships, forgiving). We crucify excessive
independence.
The joy of the single-minded is doing
God's will, in the large-picture items as above,

Pontius'
Puddle
B u l l e t i n s and n e w s l e t t e r s
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 for each use to
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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as well as in being a mature marriage partner,
a nurturing (grand) parent, a disciplined
employee. I will welcome the Spirit's growth
of his fruit in my life.
This joy results in my finding greater contentment in life. The fruits of the Spirit bring
contentment. We learn balance in living:
activity and rest, work and play, sunshine and
rain, worship and recreation. Sharing brings
pleasures. Sometimes we "earn" more doing
the jobs that pay nothing. Humility comes as
we live as close to the truth as possible. Contentment means preparing to live well and to
die well, as opposed to merely preparing to
live long.
This joy increases through gratitude. God
is our model-giver: in creation, redemption,
the Spirit, the charismata. We practice a listening stillness, being teachable. We mature
in conquests over selfishness. If an impartial
panel of my peers reviewed my giving for the
last 10 years, how would I be rated? Gracefilled thinking submits to God's leadership,
allowing us to give up manipulative dynamics
and control addictions.
For prayer, reflection and discussion, I
propose numerous practical aspects of maintaining a lifestyle of modesty and simplicity.
Modesty must mean much more than avoiding being seductive. I know you will have
abundant additional ideas.
• Volunteer: at your local church, church
or parachurch institutions, city mission,
seniors residences, thrift store, hospital,
school, library.
• For growing children, get into a clothes
"chain," where you both give to and
receive from others outgrown items.
Shop in a thrift store. Of course, every
child likes some new clothes, too.
• Take more hikes, enjoying the grace of
nature. Bird watch.
• Use the church and public library for
books and videos. Share books.

TELEVISION G-l.MCtf.yZCS VIOL-EMCE,
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Modesty must
mean much
more than
avoiding being
seductive.
Here are some
practical
suggestions for
maintaining
a lifestyle of
modesty and
simplicity.

HfcVlO, OM&E VOOtt U F E
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We can help
one another as
believers to be
countercultural
in our values
and behaviour
in simple and
modest ways.

Discuss the goal of advertising with
teens and youngsters. Depower it. Use
the mute button and avert your eyes—it
is seductive!
Trade perennials with neighbors and
friends to renew/recreate your garden.
Graduate your giving:
• young, single adults and families—
5 percent;
• increase the percentage every couple of years to 10 percent;
• after the children are launched,
increase the percentage to 12,14,
16, 20+ percent.
Out-of-date clothing can be immodest.
Double-knit, strange plaid slacks from
the '70s do attract attention to the wearer, in a reverse kind of way that a bikini
does. Dress appropriately.
The Sherkston Quilting group transformed dozens of boxes of donated cloth
into knotted quilts for MCC.
Our cars can be modest, too. Luxury
comes from the Latin word for lust.
Think about it: lust for status, comfort,
size. Buy good used cars of a moderate
make.

• Resist the greed of maintaining all the
capital you amass during working years.
An inheritance is valued; our healthy
adult children will be blessed by a modest inheritance. Give generously while
we live and in our estates.
• Walk, swim, cycle, garden, and skate
instead of having an expensive membership at a health club or the Y.
• Keep closets cleaned out, cutting our
wardrobe to a usable size; send the extra
to the thrift store. Buy fewer clothes, and
buy clothes which mix and match.
• Grow some annuals indoors or in a
small protected area near the house.
Transplant them to the desired location.
Do we need instant flower beds, too?
• Find Bed and Breakfast accommodation
when traveling—the best value!
I hope you have noticed that I have not
encouraged isolation from the current dominant cultures. However, we can help one
another as believers to be countercultural in
our values and behaviour in simple and modest ways. In Christ, we might learn that we
have enough.

To think about...
Leonard Chester asks: How much is enough? Give
your personal answer to these questiotis:
-

H o w m a n y h o u s e h o l d a p p l i a n c e s do w e really
n e e d ? (Both n u m b e r a n d variety)
H o w m a n y different clothing outfits do e a c h of us
need?
H o w m u c h living s p a c e (each p e r s o n or family)
do w e n e e d ?

Leonard identifies several symptoms
world:
-

of loving the

being dissatisfied with what w e h a v e (or don't
have)
replacing what w e h a v e with wonderful new
products
lusting after money, e n c o u r a g e d by lotteries a n d
casinos
worldly-minded estate planning
competitive idols a n d heroes

By contrast, he describes hallmarks of loving God
-

6

participating in the abundant life
reveling in f r e e d o m from guilt
being attracted to h e a v e n
receiving healing for b r o k e n n e s s

Evangelical Visitor

Evidences of loving God (Manual of Doctrine
Government, p. 52):
-

and

a gentle a n d quiet spirit
personal devotions
humility
modesty

The joy of the single-minded

life:

-

having greater contentment in life
learning b a l a n c e in living: activity a n d rest; work
a n d play; s u n s h i n e a n d rain; worship a n d
recreation
"Contentment m e a n s preparing to live well a n d to
die well, a s o p p o s e d to merely preparing to live
long."

Leonard's

advice:

Not living in isolation from the dominant culture, but
helping e a c h other to be counter-cultural in our
v a l u e s a n d behavior, in simple a n d m o d e s t
ways.

Try Leonard's fifteen ideas for maintaining
lifestyle of modesty and simplicity.

a
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Redefining
Worldliness
by Harriet S i d e r B i c k s l e r

I

KNOW THREE DIFFERENT national
anthems, and each one is meaningful
to me. A childhood in Zimbabwe and
Zambia when they were British
colonies meant that I frequently sang
"God Save the Queen" at school and other
events. I learned to love "Nkosi Sikelele Afrika" (which has become a kind of African
national anthem) so even now my eyes often
well with tears when I hear it. I didn't learn
"The Star-Spangled Banner" until I was an
adolescent, and I still have trouble with the
words. But I am an American and so hearing
it as the flag is raised to celebrate an Olympic
champion can stir my patriotic feelings.
A number of years ago, 1 learned about the
idea of "six degrees of separation." The point
is that anyone can connect themselves to anyone else in the world using six or fewer people: for example, I know so-and-so, who
knows so-and-so, who knows so-and-so...
who lives in the Timbuktu. Through my own
experiences in other countries, and my connections to organizations like Brethren in
Christ World Missions and Mennonite Central Committee that work in many countries
of the world, I figure I can play this game
pretty well.
So what do the three national anthems I
know and the six degrees of separation have
to do with "worldliness"? Let me start by
describing what the word generally conjures
up in my mind. For me, worldliness is associated with such things as plain dress (the kind
most people would now associate with the
September/October
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Amish or very conservative Mennonite
groups), and not wearing jewelry or going to
movies or dances. When I was growing up,
those were the symbols of the lack of worldliness; they were the things people wore and
did (or didn't do) to show that they were not
worldly, but separate from the world. I suspect that many long-time Brethren in Christ
who are my generation and older have
thought of "worldliness" the same way.
Historically, the Brethren in Christ perceived the world as "a hostile force confronting the church." Our Confession of 1881
stated, "We believe that the Scriptures teach
that Christians should not be conformed to
this world, but that they are separate people."
Brethren in Christ historians have documented how that attitude of separation
expressed itself in such things as plain dress, a
simple lifestyle, non-participation in entertainment activities like movies and dancing,
suspicion of education, and conscientious
objection to military service and war. We
have used Scriptures like Romans 12:2, John
15:19 and John 17:15 to support the conviction that the world is a hostile place and as
Christians we need to be different. These
themes are continued in our current Articles
of Faith and Doctrine: "Those who follow
Christ are strangers and pilgrims in the
world...we resist conformity to our fallen,
broken world. Nonconformity calls us to
reject the world's unrestrained materialism,
its sensualism, and its self-centeredness."
The dictionary has two definitions of

I want to
redefine
"worldliness"
for the
Brethren in
Christ as
"awareness of
the whole
world."

Harriet Sider Bicksler, Mechanicsburg, Pa., is a member of the
Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church. She also chairs the board
of Mennonite Central Committee
U.S. and for 15 years has edited
Shalom!, a Brethren in Christ
journal on peace and social
concerns. Professionally, she is a
publications specialist for a
state-funded training institute
specializing in children's
mental health services.
Evangelical Visitor
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To effectively
"Go into all the
world and make
disciples of all
nations" requires
an awareness and
knowledge of the
world, not an
antagonism
toward it or
a withdrawal
from it.

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins a n d n e w s l e t t e r s
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 for each use to
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.

"worldly" (and hence worldliness). The first
one we've incorporated into our traditional
attitude toward the world: to be worldly is to
be concerned with temporal and material
things, devoted to the affairs and pleasures of
this world. The second definition has more to
do with being worldly-wise or sophisticated.
I want to use that second definition, implying
a certain knowledge of the world, to redefine
worldliness for the Brethren in Christ as
"awareness of the whole world." I can think
of four effects on our actions and attitudes.
1. We would appreciate other cultures and
races, and temper our tendencies to be
nationalistic and ethnocentric.
Not long before I wrote this article, there
was a discussion on the BIC-List (an internet
discussion group) about having a national
flag in the sanctuary of Brethren in Christ
congregations. Several people seemed surprised to learn that the denomination has a
position against having the national flag in
the sanctuary. Why do we?
The issue is not that a flag is bad or it is
wrong to be patriotic. Rather, as our doctrinal statement says, the point is that "loyalty
to Christ and the church, which is transnational, takes precedence over loyalty to the
state." National flags are often associated with
the state waging war and we have historically
opposed war. If we fly flags in our church
sanctuaries (or anywhere else for that matter), why not fly the flags of many nations, as
some Brethren in Christ congregations do?
This would be a powerful symbol that we
embrace the world and all its people, we
appreciate the diversity that God has created
in the world's many races, colors, cultures,
ethnicities, languages and nationalities, and
we are firmly opposed to war, ethnic cleansing, hate crimes and other violence directed
at people who are different from us.

2. We would love people our own country or
"common sense" tells us are our enemies.
Late in the summer of 1998,1 visited Cuba
with a group from Mennonite Central Committee. Cuba has been on the United States
enemies list for 40 years. I met many wonderful people there, including the growing
Brethren in Christ community. One Christian leader told us that "United States ideology needs an enemy," and Cuba is a necessary
enemy right now. We were also told that the
Cuban government uses the 40-year-old
embargo to oppress their own people. In
other words, the government can withhold
food or other goods deliberately, but then
blame it on the embargo. Both the U.S. and
Cuban governments seem to benefit from the
perpetuation of enemy status.
An American official in Cuba told us he
had to "psychologically divorce himself from
the Cuban people's lives." We assumed he
meant that it would be difficult for him to do
his job if he learned to know the Cubans as
individual people or as friends. But just
maybe, like Abraham Lincoln is quoted as
having once said, we could defeat this enemy
by making a friend. An awareness of the
world and its people would compel us to do
whatever we can to turn enemies into friends,
and to "heap coals of fire" (see Rom. 12:20)
on the heads of the enemies of our respective
nations or even the enemies across the backyard fence and at work.
3. We would want to simplify our lives so
that we consume less of the world's resources and can give more generously to
people who are poor in other parts of the
world.
One of the 10 core values of the Brethren
in Christ, as determined at a consultation in
May 1999, is this: "Living Simply: We value
uncluttered lives, which free us to love boldly,

WE DECiOETD OCR POMD 5H00l_t> B t
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give generously, and serve joyfully." Aside
from the fact that those of us in attendance
suffered a few pangs of guilt over not having
yet achieved "uncluttered lives," at its heart
this value expresses the kind of worldliness
I'm advocating in this article. Loving boldly,
giving generously, and serving joyfully are
more possible if we are not overwhelmed by
the encumbrances of the material world. Or,
in bumper sticker words, "Live simply that
others may simply live."
4. We would understand all over again
that the Great Commission is really about
loving the world, not hating it.
Jesus said, "God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son..." He didn't say that God
hated the world. Jesus also said, "Go into all
the world and make disciples of all nations."
To do so effectively requires an awareness and
knowledge of the world, not an antagonism
toward it or a withdrawal from it.
Having called for a kind of worldliness
that embraces the world, I need to return to
the real reason our Brethren in Christ ancestors believed in separation. They recognized
that many things compete for our attention
as Christians, weighing us down and pre-

venting us from living as Jesus taught us.
Some are actual "things" (possessions,
money, etc.), but many are attitudes, philosophies and ideas. So, even if we redefine
worldliness more positively, we will still be
different from a world where parochialism,
prejudice, ethnic hatred, violence, and self:
centeredness are often the norm. Deliberately
choosing to embrace the world in the four
ways I've suggested is a different response
than many people choose.
If I were to fly a flag at my house, which
one would it be? The U.S. flag because I live
here now and I have always been a U.S. citizen? Or Canada, because my father was
Canadian and I still have family there? Or
Zimbabwe because that's where I was born
and lived? Zambia because I also lived and
went to school there? Perhaps Great Britain?
My dilemma is also my point. The mission of
the church in relation to the world is not to
think provincially but globally, to be "a
redemptive influence in the world" and "a
voice for righteousness, justice and peace."
Let's fly lots of flags and learn as many
national anthems as we can. And let's celebrate our worldliness!

Even if we redefine
"worldliness" more
positively, we will
still be different
from a world
where parochialism,
prejudice, ethnic
hatred, violence,
and selfcenteredness are
often the norm.

To think about...
Harriet Bicksler notes that:
O u r a n c e s t o r s r e c o g n i z e d that m a n y things
c o m p e t e for our attention a s Christians, weighing
us down, preventing us from living a s J e s u s taught.
- s o m e of t h e s e weights are p o s s e s s i o n s a n d
money
- others are attitudes, philosophies, a n d ideas

Harriet suggests that we, their descendents,
resist
-

must

parochialism
prejudice
ethnic hatred
violence
self-centeredness

Harriet

notes:

"Nonconformity calls us to reject the world's unrestrained materialism, its s e n s u a l i s m , a n d its selfc e n t e r e d n e s s " (Manual of Doctrine and
Government,
Articles of Faith and Doctrine, p. 18).

Harriet's

proposal:

That, in r e s p o n s e to Christ's call for us to go into
the world, w e s e e k to b e c o m e worldly-wise, and, in
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s o doing, w e could expect four effects on our
actions a n d attitudes:
1 Appreciating other cultures a n d races, tempering
our nationalistic a n d ethnocentric tendencies.
2. Loving the people w h o are s u p p o s e d to be our
enemies.
3. Simplifying our lives: c o n s u m i n g less s o that w e
c a n give more.
4. Realizing the Great C o m m i s s i o n is about loving
the world (John 3:16).

Speaking of flags, Harriet
-

suggests:

displaying lots of flags

-

learning a s m a n y national a n t h e m s a s w e c a n

-

celebrating the kind of love for the world that
J e s u s demonstrated.

SUGGESTION:
R e a d the articles by Harriet Bicksler a n d L e o n a r d
C h e s t e r again, marking the ideas a n d p r o p o s a l s
the Holy Spirit prompts you to r e s p o n d to.
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Translating Brethren in
Christ Identity
by Rodney J. Sawatsky

The following article is
slightly abridged from a
paper presented at the
Consultation on Core
Values held at Roxbury
Camp in May 1999 by
Dr. Rodney Sawatsky,
President of Messiah
College.
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B

RETHREN IN CHRIST LEADERS

are in the midst of very essential
and most creative reflections on
Brethren in Christ identity. Trained
as an historian of Christianity, my
involvement in this process is, in part, simply
as an observer fascinated by the challenges
faced by a small denomination seeking to
rearticulate its unique identity. But as president of the only Brethren in Christ institution of post-secondary education, Brethren
in Christ identity is of major significance to
me because it is of critical importance to
Messiah College. The college is committed to
remain true to its Brethren in Christ heritage, and, accordingly, is listening carefully
to the current conversations on Brethren in
Christ identity. Inasmuch as the college can
also make a contribution to the church, the
following observations encourage the current direction of Brethren in Christ identity
renewal.
My text is from an excellent article by
Luke Keefer, Jr., titled "The Three Streams in
Our Heritage," published in Brethren in
Christ History and Life1 and reprinted in
Morris Sider's important new collection,
Reflections on a Heritage.2 This Keefer article
is one of the most insightful on Brethren in
Christ identity, I believe, and the Sider book
is the most comprehensive compendium of
Brethren in Christ identity formulations. In
summary Keefer argues: "We have been
Anabaptists with a difference, Pietists with a
difference, and Wesleyans with a difference.
We must now be Evangelicals with a difference. What cannot be domesticated to the
Brethren in Christ must be rejected."3
My context, of course, is Messiah College,
the college which ought to take these words
of Keefer most seriously. We are attempting

to do so in many ways, including our new
mission and identity statement, our new
Confession of Faith and our Foundational
Values. Time will not allow us to thoroughly
interpret these documents in relation to
Luke's formula, but a close reading would
indicate that all three are very reflective of the
Brethren in Christ heritage. In this, Messiah
College continues in the tradition of Ernest
L. Boyer, Sr., whose writings on education
repeatedly evidence the influence of the
Brethren in Christ traditions on his thought.
But rather than focusing on Messiah College
or on Boyer, I want to comment briefly on
being "Evangelicals with a difference," and
then on being Anabaptists, Pietists, and Wesleyans with a difference.
For several decades in the middle of this
century, evangelicalism virtually implied
commitment to reformed theology. Even
today, reformed evangelicals frequently seek
to co-opt the term by insisting that to be
evangelical, one must adopt a reformed
approach to theology, including certain
reformed formulations such as the inerrancy
of Scripture. More recently, Wesleyan scholars in particular have challenged this
reformed triumphalism. Donald Dayton, for
one, has repeatedly argued that Wesleyans,
Pentecostals, Anabaptists, Lutherans, and
Christians from other theological traditions
have as much right as the reformed to the
evangelical label.4 In turn, a new historiography is developing which identifies a variety
of evangelicalisms, the reformed being only
one of many other schools of evangelicalism.5
A more pluralistic definition of evangelicalism is now increasingly assumed, especially
among younger evangelical scholars.
The new understanding of evangelicalism
is a very important development for Messiah
September/October 1999
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College as an evangelical college and for the
Brethren in Christ as an evangelical denomination. We are now in a much better position than a few decades ago to insist on our
legitimate claim to the evangelical label even
as we vigorously pursue our particular identity as characterized by Keefer. Rather than
succumb to an alien evangelicalism, I believe
our challenge and responsibility is to champion the historical Brethren in Christ identity in our churches and college, not the least
because it has such relevance in our day.
The problem, of course, is that most of
our students and many in our pews have no
knowledge and perhaps no interest in the
Anabaptism, Pietism, and Wesleyanism
which define our uniqueness. Nor are they
familiar with the language of systematic theology usually employed to formulate our
identity. Our task then is to translate the relevant essence of these traditions into language
that is readily understood.
How might we do this? Let us consider
some possibilities.

T

RANSLATING ANABAPTISM is

perhaps the most difficult, for it
counters current cultural as well as
evangelical assumptions. The key
foundational concept of Anabaptism which remains of critical importance
today is its ecclesiology—that is, its theology
of the church. According to historian George
Marsden: "One of the striking features of
much of evangelicalism is its general disregard for the institutional church." 6 By contrast, Anabaptists believe that the church, the
faithful community of believers, is God's primary vehicle of redemption in the world.
The church is not simply an amalgam of
individual converts; rather it is an entity unto
itself, an organism, a peoplehood, a holy
nation, a sign of the coming kingdom, the
very body of Christ. With the coming of
Christ, the nation state is no longer of major
significance in God's divine economy; rather
the church is of the essence. Our mission,
accordingly, is not to call America back to
God, as so many evangelicals emphasize, but
rather to call the church to faithfulness to its
Lord—a church not limited by national
boundaries, but a world-wide body uncompromised by national loyalties.
Particularly today with the powerful, triumphalist voice of the Christian right shaped
September/October
1999
by
a somewhat Calvinistic
view of the
church/state nexus, an evangelicalism

premised on an Anabaptist ecclesiology is
definitely "evangelicalism with a difference."
It is also a much-needed New Testament
voice in our time. Cultural and religious pluralism is the reality in America and throughout the world today, even as it has been
through much of history. Within this pluralism our witness is severely compromised
when as Christians we seek to control or
even dominate culture by might and power.
Rather, the world longs to see the body of
Christ truly embodying the love of Christ
and thus serving as salt and light amidst the
brokenness evident everywhere. Nonconformity to the world, together with peacemaking and servanthood, are the natural corrollates of this view of the church, for the
church is the community which follows the
way of Jesus.
So in common language, as Anabaptists
we are committed to community, more
specifically to the church as a local community as well as a universal community
defined by Christ both in his life and teachings, and death and resurrection. Anabaptism, we must emphasize, sees Christ reconciling us to God in his life and teachings as
well as his death and resurrection, whereas
popular American evangelicalism focuses on
the death and resurrection of Christ almost
exclusively. Jesus didn't simply come to die,
according to Anabaptism. He came to incarnate and to teach God's coming kingdom of
peace, righteousness, and love. His death and
resurrection are understood in relation to his
life and teachings. Thus emphasizing the
whole gospel and all of Jesus makes a major
difference to our relationship to Jesus and to
our ethics. So, too, it defines the church as
the visible, earthly community of Christ.

I

N CONTRAST to Anabaptism, speaking about Pietism in readily accessible
language is much easier. The focus here
is on the personal and relational
dimensions of faith. I prefer personal
to individual because Pietism at its best—
and especially when combined with Anabaptism—recognizes the necessity of the community to nurture personal faith. Even as
individual identity formation is the result of
communal socialization, so too a personal
faith identity requires the relational socialization of the church. Such personal faith is
more than a set of cognitive beliefs; is it experienced in our hearts, in our affections, as a
profound relationship of love of God

I believe our
challenge and
responsibility is
to champion
the historical
Brethren in
Christ identity
in our churches
and college,
not the least
because it has
such relevance
in our day
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Although
embracing, the
Brethren in
Christ tradition is
not a nondescript,
no-name brand
evangelicalism.
Rather it insists
on a particular
understanding of
the church as a
community of
discipleship, on
an experience of
faith that is
personal and
relational, and on
a dynamic and
maturing life of
faithfulness.
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through Christ. This personal relationship
results in a new being in Christ, which in
turn produces the fruit of the Spirit, including especially loving relationships with our
neighbors.
At Messiah College we speak much about
a holistic education which addresses every
dimension of the human personality. In
order to love God with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength, our whole beings must
be nurtured towards a godly life of stewardship of all of our gifts and abilities. Our
Pietist heritage encourages precisely such a
holistic, personal, relational gospel.
Now we need to add a caveat here. To fully
realize this holistic perspective we probably
need a healthy dose of Calvinism. Calvinism
has a high regard for the life of the mind.
And in our Pietist emphasis on the heart, we
sometimes lose the both/and of head and
heart. Historically Pietism included an
emphasis on careful thought. The University
of Halle, for example, was a Pietist stronghold where the likes of Kant were trained in
Pietism. But today Pietism seems to need
help here from Calvinist thought. Calvinism
begins with a high view of God's creation
and human responsibility which are very
important to a Christian college and which
need to be combined with the emphasis on
personal and relational re-creation, characteristic of Pietism.

T

HE WESLEYAN TRADITION adds
further depth and richness to our
identity. In more traditional language, we tend to identify this
stream with holiness and sanctification. Another way to say the same is to speak
of the Christian life as dynamic, as a process,
as becoming. Salvation is not a static event; it
is ongoing—past, present, and future. We
were saved, we are being saved, and we will
be saved if we endure to the end. 7 As we
allow the Holy Spirit to move in and among
us, we become ever more one with Christ.
Wesleyanism encourages us to grow all the
days of our lives and points to the Holy Spirit
as the necessary source of that growth.
The Wesleyan emphasis on the Holy Spirit
urging us ever onward and upward combined with non-dogmatic Pietism also
encourages us towards an embracing, ecumenical, evangelical spirit. This spirit is not
defensive and reactive, as is more common
among many reformed evangelicals; rather, it
is positive and open to others who may be

different. As Bishops Charlie Byers, Sr., and
Henry Ginder told me when asked about the
essence of Brethren in Christ identity, our
bottom line is: "Do you love Jesus?"

T

HE BRETHREN IN CHRIST have
successfully combined three somewhat different but very complementary theological traditions into a
new tradition. This has resulted in
Anabaptism, Pietism, and Wesleyanism with
a difference. "Anabaptism supplied the form
and Pietism the spirit of the Brethren in
Christ Church." And Wesleyanism revived
and intensified this spirit, says Keefer.8 Thus,
the Brethren in Christ in the past as well as in
the present have exhibited an openness to the
new which is inspired by the Holy Spirit and
premised on a warm-hearted piety, and is
rooted in a profound yet simple relationship
with Jesus nurtured in community. This
same mood and tone activates Brethren in
Christ evangelism and also inspires the
embracing evangelical spirit of Messiah College as an extension of its Brethren in Christ
heritage.
Although embracing, the Brethren in
Christ tradition is not a nondescript, noname brand evangelicalism. Rather it insists
on a particular understanding of the church
as a community of discipleship, on an experience of faith that is personal and relational,
and on a dynamic and maturing life of faithfulness. All of this is premised upon a careful
reading of the Scriptures, which are recognized as authoritative, and upon a commitment to Jesus, who is truly the Christ, the
Son of God, and who saves us and gives us
new life through the ongoing work of the
Holy Spirit.

Footnotes
'Luke L. Keefer, Jr., "The Three Streams in Our Heritage," Brethren in Christ History and Life (April 1996), 2663.
2
E. Morris Sider, ed., Reflections on a Heritage: Defining
the Brethren in Christ (Grantham, Pa.: Brethren in Christ
Historical Society, 1999), pp. 31-60.
3
Ibid„ p. 58.
4
Cf. his classic study Discerning an Evangelical Heritage
(San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1976).
"Donald W. Dayton and Robert K. Johnston, eds., The
Varieties ofAmerican Evangelicalism (Downers Grove, 111.:
InterVarsity Press, 1991).
"George M. Marsden, Understanding Fundamentalism
and Evangelicalism (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1991), p. 81.
'Note the excellent discussion of this dynamic by
Keefer in Reflections on a Heritage, pp. 48-50.
"Ibid., p. 44.
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MARCH 1999—EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

Through
Michaels Eyes
by Donna Maltese

I wake to the March sun streaming through
my bedroom window and scrunch my body
further down beneath my quilt, snuggling in
its warmth. Outside I hear the music of the
birds as they greet the day. I must get up. A
heavy sigh, a stretch of limbs, a prayer, and I lift
myself out of bed.
My son and I prepare for the day. Eating
breakfast at the kitchen table, I watch him, my
heart filled with love for this child, so young, so
innocent, so precious.
In 1943 and four years into World War
II, Michael is drafted into the Hungarian
Army. He is 21 years old. As Michael
labors to even out the ruts in a German
airfield, his parents are taken from their
home and killed.
Michael is not part of the regidar Hungarian Army. He is a Jew. He is not issued
a rifle but works with ax and shovel. He
wears a yellow arm band.
Michael is walking 1500 kilometers
from the airfield on the highway among
trucks, cars, horses, carriages. German soldiers walk along the side of the road armed
with machine guns. He is now a prisoner
of war.
Michael sees a man with a horse and
buggy enter a house. He waits for him,
watches him. He doesn't know if the man
will come back with a pistol or food, but he
waits, not caring. The man returns not
with a gun to kill him but with bread to
feed him.
A wave at the school bus and I am off to
work, walking a few blocks down the main
street of town to the church. To keep off those
"extra" calories, I try to walk at least 45 minutes a day.
The hours go by quickly as I type, file, copy,
and answer the telephone in the church office.
Around noon time I eat the apple and pretzels
I brought f r o m home. I can't eat too much
September/October 1999

today because one of the ladies always brings a
sweet to the Tuesday Afternoon Women's Circle.
The ladies arrive in the early afternoon for
prayer and to discuss the latest book we are
reading. It's a good book. We all get something out of it, closer to God. The ladies serve
their treat. I'm not really hungry but cannot
resist the breakfast cake with sugar and cinnamon crumb topping.
Michael is walking and sleeping at the
same time. The soldiers don't even let the
prisoners stop to relieve themselves. During
the day Michael scans the side of the road
for food. He sees a chicken bone. He looks
at the guards, then back at the bone. He
quickly bends down, snatches it up, and
slips it into his mouth. As Michael walks,
he sucks on the bone. After five or six
hours, it is soft enough to eat. Along the
way he finds snails, flowers from trees,
grass, seeds. Michael eats them all.
About 10,000 to 15,000 people in rows
of five across are walking with Michael.
They are headed to a concentration camp
in Austria. The bodies of those who had
tried to escape hang from trees along the
side of the road.
Michael finds his mother's cousin
among the mass of people being herded by
the German soldiers. He won't let go of
Michael. His cousin is determined to save
him.
Some friends and I arrive at Christopher
Dock Mennonite High School in Hatfield,
Pennsylvania, late in the afternoon. On this
cool, sunny, spring day in late March 1999, the
Mennonite Central Committee portable canner sits in the school parking lot. Two to three
h u n d r e d volunteers f r o m M e n n o n i t e and
Brethren in Christ Churches, MCC members,
local businesses, hog farmers, and community members will labor together for two days

In 1943 and
four years into
World Warlly
Michael is
drafted into
the Hungarian Army.
He is 21
years old.
As Michael
labors to even
out the ruts in
a German
airfield, his
- parents are
taken from
their home
and killed.
Michael is a
Jew. He is not
issued a rifle
hut works
with ax and
shovel. He
wears a yellow
arm hand.
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Now Michael
weighs a mere
60 pounds.
He has no
strength.
The prisoners
are packed
like sardines
into wooden
barracks.
Every minute
somebody
dies.
Corpses are
passed over
the heads of
the living,
one by one,
until they
reach the
door. Then
they are
thrown out
into the mud.
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from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. in two- to four-hour
shifts to can pork.
The MCC canner relief effort began during
World War II when members of peace churches or conscientious objectors witnessed world
hunger. Determined to right the wrong of man
against man in war-torn areas, a process of
canning food that could be shipped overseas
was developed.

When they stop to rest, Michael lays
down near the man, low to the ground. He
knows that if they are caught, they will
both be shot.
"You come up a little bit," the ranger
says under his breath.
The ranger throws the bread and the
meat. Michael snatches it up and slips it
into his mouth.
Michael never knew who the man was,
never saw him again, never got to say
thanks. But the man with the poodle sees
the gratitude in Michael's eyes. And that is
enough.

no meat is hanging off the sides. The next
worker seals the can and inspects its seams.
Another man catches the can off the rack and
hands it to a worker who stacks it into the basket.
Michael walks on the right hand side of
the road as they travel through the cities.
There are few people on the street.
Around noon, Michael sees a German
lieutenant, a pilot. The man stops in front
of Michael, takes a piece of bread, and
gives it to him. It is a sandwich with meat
which Michael hides from the others and
nibbles at when he can.
As the human parade passes by Innsbruck, German guards shoot randomly
into the long line of prisoners. Shoes lay in
the bloody snow.
Michael puts wooden shoes on top of
what was left of his old shoes. The prisoners die on the side of the road by the hundreds, thousands.
Now Michael weighs a mere 60
pounds. He has no strength. The prisoners
are packed like sardines into wooden barracks. Every minute somebody
dies.
Corpses are passed over the heads of the
living, one by one, until they reach the
door. Then they are thrown out into the
mud.
Michael's body is horribly thin, his
breathing shallow. Stronger prisoners
throw him out of the barracks. Barely
alive, Michael crawls to the Red Cross
building and lays down in the straw. He is
permitted to sleep there until morning
when the German soldiers find him and
throw him out of the "hospital." Michael
simply lies down in the mud, ready to die.
Suddenly, someone comes around and
says, "We are free!" Then, "Boys! Come
out! You are free!"

At the trailer, I watch volunteers d u m p 300
pounds of raw pork out of tubs and into the
steam jacket kettles. Two men with long white
paddles stir the meat. Once the pork is cooked,
the stirrers hang up the paddles and the canning assembly line begins with the cry, "Let's
go!
Meat is poured into the cans and stomped
down with a steel stomper. A funnel man cups
his h a n d a r o u n d the top of the can while
another worker scoops up more meat and
adds it to the can. The funnel man presses the
meat down with gloved fingers and passes the
can down the line to the final packers. These
men check each can to make sure it is full and

Steam is rising all around the canner as volunteers rush to complete their individual tasks.
The smell of cooked pork permeates the air.
Twenty minutes after the initial call of "Let's
go!" 140 cans have been filled. But soon the cry
of "More meat!" is heard, and the processing
cycle begins again.
The round basket holds 140 cans which are
placed in a pressure cooker for two hours.
After another half hour of cooling, the basket
is loaded onto a cart and taken to the next
assembly line where I am stationed this year.
Here volunteers work quickly to wash, rinse,
dry, and label the cans "Food for Relief—in the
name of Christ." The cans are numbered for

Today the portable canning unit is mounted on a flat-bed trailer. Three M C C volunteers—Sebastian Schutze from East Germany,
Anthony Beery from Virginia, and Raffael
Lichdi from Southwest Germany—operate the
canner, traveling to 33 locations in 11 states as
well as Ontario, Canada, from November to
May. At each location, a local meat canning
committee purchases meat and arranges for
facilities and volunteers. These local committees are the heart of the program.
Along the road, Michael sees a forest
ranger with a rifle and a poodle. The man
comes close to Michael and says, "Soon,
you are going to sit down on the side of the
road to rest. The dog is going to start eating. I will throw the bread and the meat,
and you are going to eat it."
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each batch, placed into boxes, and loaded onto
a truck.
As I listen to the chatter of my fellow workers, I hear stories of how this meat has helped
people around the world.
Everyone, including Michael, kisses the
boots of the American lieutenant who has
announced
their freedom.
Suddenly
Michael's strength returns.
The most able prisoners run and get
rifles. They break down a door to one of
the buildings and find a room filled with
bread from the floor to the ceiling.
Michael and a few others throw food to
the people too weak to come and get it
themselves. Whatever Michael has in his
hand, they snatch up and shove into their
mouths. He takes bread to his cousin. He
goes back to get more food, and never sees
his cousin again. He dies in the camp hospital days after the liberation.
The next morning, with a belly full of
margarine and bread, Michael walks to
the highway. A girl offers him a remedy for
his bellyache. Her sauerkraut juice only
serves to increase his distress. Soon Michael
staggers into a hospital.
The nurse assumes Michael is 48 years
old. He asks for a mirror. He sees a bearded stranger with no flesh in his forehead
staring back at him. Michael is 22.
The doctors begin feeding Michael milk
every half hour; then cereal; then rice.
Soon Michael is allowed solid food. One of
the first things he is given is a can of Mennonite meat.
During one shift, four to five batches of
meat are processed. The result is 560 to 700
cans of meat produced in two hours. Each can
contains approximately 2 pounds of cooked
pork. During the entire two-day project in
Hatfield, a total of 7,000 cans will be produced
providing 70,000 protein meals in third world
countries.
When the shift ends, aprons, smocks, and
hair nets are removed. After some refreshments—shoo fly pie, apiece cake, funny cake,
coffee, and tea—volunteers stumble back to
their cars with aching limbs. I spot Abe, one of
the men in charge of the local canning operation.
"Hey, Abe," I say, "I'd like to get a different
perspective on this project. Can you tell me
about some people who have directly benefited from Mennonite canned meat?"
"Holy cow, Donna," says Abe. "You should
have been here yesterday. I met a couple that
September/October
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had been in the concentration camps in Germany. Their story broke my heart."
A few days later, I interview Michael and
Sylvia. As Michael tells his story, Sylvia sews
quietly, interrupting every now and then to
reveal some nugget of wisdom. When Michael
describes his liberation, Sylvia says, "'Free' is
such a little word that means such a big thing."
Sylvia, who lost her entire family during the
war, was 14 1/2 years old when she became a
prisoner in Auschwitz. Mengele once took her
by the arm, separating Sylvia from the others.
He pulled her out as a worker, stationing her
20 feet from the gas chambers. There is a number on her left arm with blue ink.
Michael met Sylvia in 1947. Two years later
they escaped from Hungary arriving in Canada by boat on December 25, 1949. In 1964,
they came to the United States where Michael
worked as a mechanic and then owned a knitting mill in Philadelphia. Michael and Sylvia
are retired now. He is 77 years old; she is 70.
While Michael tells his story, I see things
through his eyes. I discover that although
Michael and Sylvia were persecuted, tormented, and treated as slaves, they hate no one.
They accept each individual according to his or
her o w n m e r i t . M a n y p e o p l e — G e r m a n ,
American, Hungarian, Italian—helped them,
gave them food, at the risk of their own lives.
Michael and Sylvia are examples of people who
rose above their circumstances. In that way,
they honor God, themselves, and those of us
who hear their story.
Volunteering to work on the canner or in
any relief project can mean so much to souls
like Michael. Regardless of whether people are
black or white, yellow or red, Jew or Christian, Muslim or Hindu, Serb or Croatian,
Asian or Albanian, we are all one under the
skin, responsible for each other's welfare.
Christ said, "For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink. I was a stranger
and you invited me in. I needed clothes and
you clothed me. I was sick and you looked
after me. I was in prison and you came to visit
me.... I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me"( Matthew 25:35-36,40).
Let us live and love each other as brothers.
Let us all see this world through Michael's eyes.

The nurse
assumes
Michael is 48
years old.
He asks for a
mirror. He sees
a bearded
stranger with
no flesh in his
forehead
staring back
at him.
Michael is 22.
The doctors
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Michael milk
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hour; then
cereal; then
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is allowed solid
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thefirstthings
he is given
is a can of
Mennonite
meat.

Donna Maltese is a member of the Silverdale (Pa.)
Brethren in Christ Church, where she serves as secretary.
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Fourth Women Clergy Conference
scheduled for April 2000
COME TO THE
Wesleyan/Holiness Women Clergy
International is an international and multidenominational organization devoted to
the affirmation and encouragement of
women clergy around the world. It is sponsored by the Brethren in Christ, Church of
God (Anderson, Ind.), Church of the
Nazarene, Evangelical Friends, Free
Methodist, The Salvation Army, and the
Wesleyan Church.
The first three Come to the Water conferences for women clergy (since 1994)
have seen attendances of 400-500 women,
representing 16 countries and 20 denominations.
The next conference is scheduled for
April 27-30, 2000, in Jacksonville, Fla.

There will be
outstanding
plenary
speakers, in
addition to
opportunity
for networking, meeting
others within
your
denomination, and a student reception.
Workshop topics include preaching, spiritual care of the minister, co-pastoring,
diversity in calling, and church planting.
Come to the Water 2000 will differ from
previous conferences, in that the actitivities are structured within tracks according

2000 Trip List
Nicaragua—January 8-22

The team will fly to Managua, where there will
be a time of orientation and fellowship. The
next day, the team will travel to Jalapa on
Nicaragua's northern border with Honduras.
The project will be to help the Pasmata congregation build a new church building, they have
grown out of their present building. Marshall
Poe has asked for an 8 member team and that
each member endeavor to raise $500 for the
building project (included in trip cost).
COST: $1055.00 + Airfare (US funds only)
Honduras—November 4-18

Hola! This team will fly to beautiful Tegucigalpa where they will enjoy a time of orientation
and fellowship. While there the team will work
alongside national brothers and sisters building
churches in the cities, or putting roofs on
churches in rural areas.
COST: $855.00 + Airfare (US funds only)
Venezuela—May 6-20; November 4-18

Upon arrival in the city of Caracas, your team
will enjoy a time of orientation and fellowship.
You will then travel 3 hours to the site of the
new Venezuelan Ministry Center and Church
Camp. While at the camp, your team will work
constructing retaining walls, dormitories, or a
multipurpose building.
COST: $920.00 + Airfare (US funds only)
All teattis will visit area Brethren in Christ
churches to worship and fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ. Prepare for a life-changing experience.
Note: Prices are based on 1999 cost and are subject to
change.
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to a woman's needs and ministry area.
Workshop tracks are geared toward the student, senior pastor, foreign missionary, and
cross-cultural ministry. For women contemplating licensure and ordination, there
will be a representative from each denomination to explain the process.
Don't miss out on the opportunity to
meet and fellowship with other Christian
women leaders next April! Once you've
come to the water, you'll be refreshed and
better able to minister within your particular context.
For more information visit our website:
messiah.edu/hpages/facstaff/sstanley/home.
htm; or get in touch with Janet Peifer, the
Brethren in Christ representative: telephone: (717) 241-2514 or (717) 790-8221;
e-mail: revjmp@messiahvillage.com; fax:
(717)790-8226

TIMS Adult Work Teams
Young adults, families, retirees:
If you have two weeks and a desire to
impact the world for Jesus,
"TIMS" has a place for YOU!
What will the team do?

Adult teams work alongside career missionaries and nationals building
churches, schools and church camps.
How Can I Become Involved?

Contact TIMS Or Brethren in Christ World Missions and you will be sent an
application. You don't need specific skills in order to participate with the
TIMS ministry, but you must have a servant's heart, willing to be stretched outside your "comfort zone" and work with national brothers and sisters.
Trip cost includes: Round-trip transportation from the U.S. or Canadian
departure point, food, lodging and transportation during your stay, as well as
airport tax and project expense.
To find out more
about
Adult

TIMS
Mission
Trips,

mail this form:

I want to get involved with TIMS Adult Mission Trips.
Please send me an application, (please print clearly)
Name
Address

City_
State/Prov _

Postal Code

Mail To:
Teens In Missionary Service
Christian Retreat Center
RR#1 Box 13A • East Waterford, PA 17021
Phone:717-734-3627 • Fax:717-734-3339
Email: crctims2@jc-net.com
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London Diary

Jesus is
Lord!
by J a y S m i t h

M o n d a y , J u n e 21, 1999

On Saturday, I spent two hours orienting a group of Christian volunteers to
the need for b o t h apologetical and
polemical exchanges with Islam. They
came prepared and primed. Never before
have we witnessed so many Christians
taking on Muslims face-to-face.
We all convened at 3:00 p.m., split into
groups to assess the atmosphere, and
began to " dig in." About an hour later I
got up on the ladder to "get the ball
rolling," and for two hours, everywhere I
looked there were knots of discussions
and exchanges taking place between Muslims and Christians, in every quadrant of
Speaker's Corner. When I punched the
air and called for a rallying cry of "Jesus is
Lord," the accompanying cacophony of
voices choked conversations cold as people craned their heads to see what was
causing the commotion. Once again the
atmosphere of the Corner was challenged
by the pealing call of the name of "Jesus,"
resulting in only haphazard heckling
from the Muslims on the ground for the
next 30 minutes.
When we regrouped in the evening
for a wrap-up, we were overwhelmed by
the number of solid discussions and
debates which had taken place on the
afternoon. For many it had been a crowning experience, demonstrating for the
first time that they could take on Muslims
with sensitive issues and maintain their
Jay Smith has been serving along with his
wife Judy in Muslim ministries since beginning
ministry in Senegal in 1986. Since 1992 their
ministry has been in England. Following are
excerpts of Jay's reports on encounters at Speaker's Corner and Trafalgar Square in London and
on continuing research on issues of Islam.
September/October
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equilibrium while introducing the Gospel
as an alternative.
S a t u r d a y , J u n e 26

Let me share with you the event which
possibly may have an impact far beyond
London; in fact one which may impinge
on Islam for years to come, and for which
we need your continued prayers.
Three weeks ago, two friends and I
met up with Dr. Gerd Puin, a renowned
German Arabic scriptologist who has
found a number of discrepancies between
the early Qur'anic manuscripts and the
text we have today. We interviewed him
and saw p h o t o c o p i e s of the Hijazi
manuscript of the Qur'an, which differs
substantially from the later Eastern Kufic
text and the modern Caireen text which
has been used as the standard since 1924.
Dr. Puin has found in the Hijazi text over
1,000 manuscript variants with our current Qur'an. Suras (books or chapters)
were found to be out of sequence with
our current Qur'an; this suggests a much
later inclusion, pointing therefore to a
late canonization of the Qur'an, possibly
even as late as the ninth century. Often
sayings in the earlier Hijazi Qur'an which
employ "he said" or "they said" are
changed in the later Kufic text to the
imperative "say," thus affording it a divine
sanction. After employing ultra-violet
light, a "washed-out" text can be seen
underneath which disagrees with the
written text, manifesting a reworking of
the original text.
Obviously this does not bode well for
the credibility of the Qur'an and will
cause much anger and confusion within
Muslim circles. We now have manuscript
evidence to back up what we could only

postulate before, eradicating much of the
authority for the very foundation of
Islam.
July 8—Last week I sent out on three
different prayer lists a request for help in
deciding whether I should take the challenge of trying to refute the Muhajiroun
brand of Islam at their rally in Trafalgar
Square on Sunday, July 11. (The AlMuhajiroun is formerly known as the
Hizb-ul-Tahrir Party, which is the most
conservative and outspoken of the Muslim groups in the UK, and by far the most
strident in its plans for a world-encompassing Islamic State. It is also the mouthpiece for Ossama bin-Laden here in the
UK.) I am well aware that I will be entering hostile territory on Sunday, and that
what I am doing is only a "shot in the
dark," trying as best I can to "stand in the
gap" and be heard. Maybe by my example
on Sunday, other Christians will likewise
wake up and be "prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks for the hope
that [we] have" (1 Peter 3:15).
Late S u n d a y night, J u l y 11

What a day; and what an answer to so
many of your prayers. I'm at the moment
emotionally and physically exhausted, yet
I feel so relaxed, so let me share my
memories with you before I crawl off to
bed. I arrived at Trafalgar Square around
1:30 p.m. to find not the thousands of
Muhajiroun followers their press release
intimated, but no more than 300-500
Muslims. While I p u s h e d my way
through the crowd, they were calling for
any Christian to take the stand. It was not
long before I was recognized, and a tall
strapping Asian fellow named Muhammad Jameel, their official spokesman and
Evangelical Visitor

17

public lecturer, grabbed me and demanded that we change the format to a debate
"on the spot." This was their rally; I was
their guest. So I reluctantly agreed, providing we talked about the Khilafa, which
he declined, suggesting instead that we
take the subject "The Q u r ' a n or the
Bible."
What a fiasco! Jameel's first challenge
was that I confirm the Bible's inspiration
by proving the authorship of the Gospel
accounts, to which I retorted that the
early church fathers substantiated their
authorship in their letters, but that this in
no way proved its inspiration. For the
next 20 minutes the debate then meandered through manuscript variants and
the authority for the many ninth century
compilations. I couldn't believe my fortune! I walked them through the absurdity of framing an entire religious construct on something as fragile as 200 years
of oral tradition.
It was then that Sheikh Omar took

m

don't,
who
will?
by Merly B u n d y
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over the mike, trying desperately to get
the debate away from the historical agenda and onto what he deemed a more
"rational" approach. I immediately
rejoined with Psalm 23, which I then proceeded to read out loud in its entirety.
Closing the Bible, I then turned to the
crowd and challenged them to provide
any Sura which could match it, in any
language they chose. It was at this point
that the atmosphere changed completely,
as one should expect whenever God's
Holy Scripture is read in such an environment. By then not only Sheikh Omar,
but brother Jameel and the arbitrator for
the debate were all yelling at once. It
indeed turned into a circus, followed by
the Muslims p u n c h i n g the air with
"Allahu Akbar." I saw so many Christian
faces in the crowd that without even a
moment's thought, I raised my fist to the
air and rejoined with a series of "lesus is
Lord," to which my many friends present
repeated in a glorious unison, reminis-

Some time ago, the Lord impressed something
on our hearts. I was reorganizing my prayer journal
and I started a new section which I entitled "No one
is praying for me." I was broken in spirit when a
flood of names starting coming to mind. Friends,
neighbors, teachers, students, workers—all came
to mind as I lifted these people before the Lord.
Some of the statistics for Spain are very disheartening when you look at the evangelical community. I don't remember the actual figures right
now, but the Spanish church is comprised of a great
majority of marginalized people. For example, half
of the evangelical population is gypsy; a great percentage come from ministries among drug addicts,
prisoners, and the homeless, who are the most
receptive people groups at present. Taking out a
large percentage of foreigners integrated into the
churches, that leaves a low number of "average citizens" who know Christ as their Savior.
Well, I can probably guess one reason for such a
lack of spiritual receptivity. Who's really praying?
Who is standing in the gap and naming them one
by one? I started asking myself, "If I don't pray for
them, who will?" Very few, at best, if any one at all.
So, I started writing down name after name. Almost
every day the Lord gives me more names. When I
stopped to count the names, I had over 200 names
of people that Bruce and I know who don't have
anyone praying for them except us. We happened
to mention this to our Tuesday night prayer group
and the Lord brought conviction to our hearts. One

cent of Speaker's Corner. I don't think
that has ever been done in a Muhajiroun
rally before, and it was timely, for immediately they called a halt to the debate and
had a rather nervous Jewish convert take
the stand to give his testimony.
From then on and for the next two
hours, the rally pretty much dissipated
into small tight groups of energetic discussions. I counted between ten to twelve
of these discussion groups with Christians at the centre. What a sight, and what
a witness to the Lord!
Both down at Trafalgar Square and at
Speaker's Corner, I feel we have seen a
certain shift in intensity of witness, as
Christian brothers and sisters stood their
ground and held the day against some of
the most virulent Muslims to be found. I
heard report after report (and still more
are coming in) of a renewed sense of solidarity and passion by those present, to
see the Kingdom of God announced with
authority and conviction.
23

fellow started praying for a friend he hadn't seen in
two years. Would you believe that the friend
stopped by his office "out of the blue" the next
week?
In recent years the Lord has been moving in a
new way in Spain. We hear of new awakenings
among people. Churches are starting to grow like
never before. And God is especially asking his people to get on their knees and call out to him.
If some folks would be willing to join me in
praying for people on my list, the work would go a
lot faster and better. So, I would be willing to send
you a copy of my nice long list. You wouldn't have
to pray for all the individuals. Maybe you would like
to choose those the Lord leads you to, and I would
be willing to send you some information about
them so you could pray with more discernment.
In conclusion, I would like to mention one of the
people on my list, Laly. I met Laly through the baking classes held in our home two years ago. On
Sunday night, her 27-year-old son threw himself
from his mother's seventh floor apartment to his
death. I called Laly. She asked me how God could
punish her this way. I plan to visit her this week.
Would you pray for Laly, her husband, and remaining son?
Bruce and Merly Bundy are serving in Spain since
1988. Their home congregation is Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church, Manheim, Pa. You may contact
Bruce and Merly at <bbundy@interlink.es>.
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Jesus speaks Chitonga;
the chief speaks English
by Peter Guinther

What an amazing and yet trying time.
We arrived at the village church just as the
sun was setting. What a beautiful sunset!
The team quickly set up the equipment:
the poles were planted in the ground; the
screen was tightly hung; a string of lights
were hung around the perimeter of the
meeting area; the generator was carried
behind the church; and a long extension
cord was run from it to the film projector.
We started showing the "Jesus" film at 7:30
with about 150 people there. By the light of
the nearly full moon, shadows kept emerging from the grasses, and developing into
human figures as they came closer. As the
first reel came to an end about 45 minutes
later, there were over 500 villagers sitting
and standing around me, watching and listening to the life and teachings of Jesus in
their native language. An invitation to
receive Christ as Lord was given at the end
of the film, and 26 people came forward to
pray to do so. How exciting that was!
Even more exciting for me was the following day, Saturday. In the morning we
met with those who came for prayer the
night before, to further counsel and instruct
them in their decision. Then on Saturday
afternoon we went from village to village,
inviting people to come to the second
showing of the film that night and sharing
the good news of salvation with them.
As we walked down the path to the next
village, I noticed between the tall grasses
that the next village was different. It wasn't
just mud huts with thatched roofs. It had a
nicely plastered brick house with a tin sheet
roof, and there was a car parked in the
midst of the village. I commented to
Sylvester, one of our team members, on
how nice this village was, and he told me
that this was the "Chief s Palace." I was a little surprised that the chief lived right here,
and that we might get to see him. We
walked into the village, toward the people
shelling maize, and were welcomed by two
young men. Both of the men were about
my age, and they invited us to take seats
under a small thatched shelter, especially
built for welcoming visitors. Sylvester
shared some words from the Bible in ChiSeptember/October
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tonga, and then turned to me and said, "Do
you want to say anything?"
I said, "Well, I don't know what you just
said, but..." So I spoke mainly to the man
who I now knew spoke English. I asked
him, "If you were to die today, do you
know for sure that you would go to heaven?"
He replied that no, he was not sure. So I
shared with him that the Bible teaches we
can know for sure, even today, that we have
eternal life when we die. He seemed interested, so I kept sharing with him about how
he could have Christ come into his life
today. After 1 was done sharing, I asked
him, "Maybe it is too soon, but would you
be interested in praying and asking Christ
to come into your life?" He said that he
would like to do so. We prayed together,
and then I again invited him to the film
that night.
As we walked away from the village, I
asked Sylvester, "Who was that man? Was
he the chief s son?"
Sylvester replied, "No, that was the chief,
and the other man was his watchman."
"That was the chief?!" I exclaimed. "I
thought the chief would be an old man!"
No, the chief was a young man, about my
age (if that is young), and he did come out
to the film again that night. We had over
1,200 people come out to the film that
night. Just over 40 came forward for prayer
and counseling. I counseled nine youths
that night who understood English fairly
well. I returned from the weekend excited
to share with Cheryl both the awesome
things that happened and the frustrations,
many of which were just frustrations to me
because I am not accustomed to village life.

Peter Guinther and his wife Cheryl began
their ministry together in Zambia in March
1999. Peter taught secondary school in Zambia
for one term about 10 years ago. In addition to
their current evangelism and nurture
ministries,
Peter serves as country representative and financial secretary for the mission and Cheryl as
guesthouse hostess. Peter and Cheryl have associate church membership
at the Big
Valley
Brethren in Christ Church in Belleville, Pa.

New MCC video!

Making
healthy
village!

W h e n a woman
in Mozambique
must walk two
hours to a well,
stand in line for two hours,'
only to collect 20 liters
of clean water,
then walk home another two hours,
how is it possible to expect her
to carry out other tasks
that lead to good h e a l t h ^

Many people around the world lack
access to even the most basic health
care. Learn how MCC supports village
efforts to improve health education
and awareness. Order the video
Making healthy villages from your
nearest MCC office.

C

Mennonite
Central
Committee
Mennonite Central Committee
21 South 12th Street
PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501-0500
(717) 859-1151
MCC Canada
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381
toll free (888) 622-6337
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In everything
give thanks
Mo's new wings
Jay Smith has been in Muslim ministry in London since 1992.

On Sunday we baptized a new Muslim
convert, Mohammed Altaf, in a small
n o r t h - L o n d o n Evangelical Church.
Mohammed's story is unique, in that he
gave his life to the Lord just two months
ago due to e-mail contact he had over the
internet with a friend, an Egyptian convert
who lives in the U.S. Another missionary
friend living in London and I were asked to
make contact with him to help him
through these initial days of adjusting and
questioning. He has thrived on his newfound faith, and as a professional computer expert has put up his own web-site. On
one side of the screen he has written up his
testimony (using many links to my more
controversial historical material on Muhammad and the Qur'an), while on the left
side he 'innocently' invites the Muslim
reader to accept the Messiah as Lord, and
even delivers the four spiritual laws right
then and there. Would that we all had such
boldness. Pray for "Mo" as he continues to
"stretch his wings" in his new-found love
and as he juggles the challenges he receives

from his extended family and the surrounding Muslim community.

Preparing for death
Trevor and Sherry Main, with their children
Kyle and Christina,
have been serving in
Venezuela since August 1998. They are members
of the Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church,
Ontario, Canada.

I almost wanted to die. I arrived at the
funeral home 20 minutes before the funeral service was to begin, anticipating learning
a bit more about how Venezuelans conduct funerals. I entered the funeral home
which had filled with mourners and greeted the lady from our church whose sister
had died and was about to be buried. Then
she hit me with the question: "Are you
going to conduct the funeral?" Although I
quickly assured her I wasn't planning to
conduct the funeral, with my being the only
pastor in attendance the responsibility fell
to me. I prayed for much-needed help and
then shared from the Bible a short message
on the hope we have in Jesus. Your prayers
and generous gifts are helping us prepare
more Venezuelans for death and life everlasting. Thanks for your help!

Dearest...
Men in the Overcomers Program at Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission in New
Mexico share glimpses of their personal misery as alcoholics. With permission, we
are printing part of a letter one man wrote describing his relationship to alcohol
and the destructiveness it brings.
Dearest Beer, Whiskey, and Wine,
Just want to write to you guys, just to let you all know that I'm doing great, feeling like I'm a new man again. I'm glad and proud of myself. Now I wake up every
morning, knowing where I'm at, what I've done yesterday, and what day of the week
it is.... I'm enjoying myself being sober...
When I used you guys, first I was tempted to drink you. I first felt great. But slowly you encouraged me to have you more. Then all of a sudden you're not my friend
anymore, just someone waiting to destroy my life. All the good just comes out bad.
You've changed my day's plans. Next thing I'd feel sorry for myself, ending up in
places I never did plan to go, like jail, detox, somewhere in the bushes, where someone could take my personal belongings. Next I'd be ashamed, scared, too weak to do
anything like face my own family. Can't look for a job, no appetite for eating. Just
thinking what I've done the day before...
So you've used me. I wasted three-fourths of my life. You're not the answer to
problems, you're useless. I don't love you anymore. I'm divorcing you now—goodbye.
I married sobriety and love a happy life. I made it through Jesus Christ my Lord
and Savior and I'm thankful for his blessings.
20
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Ethel Brubaker and her husband
Graybill
have been serving in Malawi since April 1997
as trainers of pastors and church leaders. This
is their first term of ministry in Malawi; three
terms in Zambia preceded this one in the
1960s and 1970s.

The Scripture "in everything give
thanks" is sometimes hard to follow, but we
recently had reason to give thanks for what
looked like a problem. The "Certificate of
Fitness" sticker which was displayed on the
windshield came off—which at first
appeared to be a bother, for now it would
be easy to lose and we never know when we
will be stopped for a police check of one
kind or another. However, as we looked at
it we realized that it expired that day! We
had in mind it was sometime the next
month that we needed to get it renewed.
Graybill rearranged his schedule and got
the necessary check done before noon and
went back later to the police station to collect the certificate. So, we are giving thanks
that what looked like a nuisance turned out
to be a blessing!

God has answered!
Bruce and Merly Bundy have been living and
ministering in Spain since September 1988 as
church planters.

God has answered your and our prayers
for a bigger place for the church to meet. It
surely has come at the right time, because in
the last month we have not had attendance
below 25. One Sunday we crammed 33
people into our living room.
The new location is about 400 yards
from our apartment at the edge of a major
highway, so that gives those who have cars
easy access. Thank God with us because it
truly is a miracle that we have gotten to this
place. The Lord promises to give us everything that we need and many will be
reached through this blessing. Thank God!

Witnessing boldly
Moses Marandi, General Director of the Brethren in Christ Church in Bihar (India) since
1994, reported the following to the Board for
World Missions.

The start of 1999 was full of fear and
persecution, but I thank God for his divine
protection and leading. God has been faithful to bless his church and add more new
believers to the church, and also is enabling
his servants to witness boldly.
Our pastors are working faithfully. They
are making hard efforts and have had
church growth. They make constant visitaSeptember/October
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tions to the Christian families, arrange cottage meetings, and conduct Sunday worship services. Apart from this they do outreach work. It is the time of salvation. People are hungry for real peace. Sometimes
non-Christian people invite our pastors to
preach the saving gospel of Christ in their
villages. People respond to the gospel.
During the past four months there were
60 baptisms that took place. There are more
people getting ready for baptism in days to
come. Among these, about 51 are from
non-Christian backgrounds. This year we
are getting good responses. Pray that many
more people may be brought to Christ's
Kingdom.

Extra luggage
Peter and Cheryl Guinther arrived at Nahumba
Mission in Choma, Zambia, in March 1999.

We know that many people have been
praying for us, for we have already seen
answers to prayer, and we have known the
peace of God's presence with us. Our flights
to Zambia with British Airways were wonderful, and it was so exciting to us when
the clerk who checked in our luggage told
us not to worry about paying for the extra
luggage. Our mouths just about dropped
open because we had $1,000 worth of extra
luggage. We thank the Lord for that. All of
the luggage arrived safely and went through
customs with no problems.
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African Bible school principals
meet in Addis Ababa

by Doris Dube

Under the umbrella of the Africa Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Fellowship,
the principals of the Bible schools in Africa
met in Addis Ababa June 9-11. Representatives came from Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Ethiopia. Congo sent its regrets.
This meeting came about as a result of the
principals' desire to develop closer working
relationships with each other as an African
body. It was also an occasion at which they
could discuss issues, encourage each other,
and plan for the future.
The principals shared news of progress
in their institutes. They talked about their
curriculums and about the possibility of
adding training programs in practical skills
training in those schools where these have
not yet been introduced. This is intended to
help give the trained people practical skills
through which they can supplement their
incomes and thus not be a burden to the
congregations they will be leading upon the
completion of their training. Such practical
skills include carpentry, mechanics, welding, home economics, typing and others.
The principals also talked extensively
about the possibility of starting exchange
programs for lectures and students. They
felt that such contacts would help them to
relate more closely to each other, thus
developing a greater appreciation for each
other's programs. Each representative body
will think of ways of planning for and
working to make such an exchange possible. This will be a South/South exchange.
Another aspect of projecting into the
future was a plan to document and circulate topics of concern to the current church.
There are issues which need to be
researched and written about in order to
enrich the whole church body. One would
ask what our stand as Christians is concerning peace and reconciliation, divorce,
remarriage, polygamy, homosexuality,
abortion, war and many other issues. It was
felt that if writers at Bible colleges could
address such topics and debate them from
a theological point of view, then in addition
to circulating them at the local level, they
could be sent to other colleges and institutes in Africa.
There was also talk of publishing some
papers. This will depend on the availability
of funds. Bruce Khumalo of Zimbabwe was
authorized to write to the heads of the

African Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
conferences to share this vision, but it was
agreed that the principals of the schools
would promote this idea as well as give it
direction. They would also be responsible
for getting funds to print these documents.
The Africans from the soil of Africa would
write for each other. Each would write in
the context of his or her local church. This
discussion on theological research and publication was appreciated by all present.
Doris Dube is a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Zimbabwe, and a regional editor for Mennonite World Conference.

Positions Open
All M C C workers are expected to exhibit a commitment to a personal faith and discipleship, active church membership, and
nonviolent peacemaking.
We are actively recruiting for an Assistant Retail Sales Manager (Retail Focus) for
Ten Thousand Villages, Akron, Pa. Qualifications for this position include experience
and/or training in retail sales; knowledge of
Ten Thousand Villages products and commitment to the mission; good organizational abilities coupled with strong communication skills; ability to manage details
in time critical situations; willingness to take
ownership in a project and build a team
spirit with colleagues; and, flexible travel
schedule.
We are actively recruiting for a Customer Service/Consignment Supervisor for
Ten Thousand Villages, Akron, Pa. Qualifications for this position include good public relations skills; training and/or experience in customer service and sales; strong
interpersonal relationship skills for staff
supervisor, customer interaction and interaction with other Ten Thousand Villages
departments; basic c o m p u t e r familiarity
with WordPerfect experience; strong organizational skills and the ability to prioritize
work; self-starter, cooperative and creative;
and, knowledge and support of the Ten
Thousand Villages mission.
For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n on these two
positions, or to receive a copy of the job
descriptions, please contact Prem Dick or
Goldie Kuhns at (717) 859-1151, Mennonite Central Committee, H u m a n Resources
Department, or e-mail at psd@mcc.org or
gpk@mcc.org.
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Church
News

Notes of Congregational Activities in North America

Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., sent several teens and a
youth director to work camp in
Kingsport, Ky., June 27-July 3. •:•
Inspirational pianist Anthony Burger
was in concert Aug. 29 at the Antrim
church, Chambersburg. •:• Erin Hoffman, on furlough from Venezuela,
spoke Aug. 22 to the Chambersburg
congregation. • The Fairview Ave.
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., hosted a guess-who's-coming-to-dinner
on Sept. 25. • One person was baptized in June into the fellowship of the
Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro.
•:• The Gospel Grass presented music at
the Aug. 22 picnic of the Iron Springs
church, Fairfield, Pa. •:• Warren Hoffman was guest speaker July 25 for the
Martinsburg, Pa., church on "Sowing
in the Dust." • Youth of the Mt. Rock
congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., went
to Altoona recently to help with the
church planting phone campaign. •:•
The Mt. Tabor congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., raised over $600 at a
white elephant sale at their picnic on
July 10. Ten people were baptized

recently. •:• Dave and Anna Lee Kopp
gave the gift of music to the South
Mountain congregation, Shippensburg, on July 18.

Atlantic Conference
The youth of the Conoy church,
Elizabethtown, Pa., picked up trash
Aug. 23-28 at the E-town Fair. •> The
youth missions project of the Elizabethtown church July 19-23 was helping with VBS at the Harvest Community Church. •:• The summer staff of
Kenbrook Bible Camp led the Aug. 8
service for the Fairland congregation,
Cleona, Pa. • VBS July 19-23 at the
Free Grace church, Millersburg, Pa.,
was "The Ultimate Adventure with
Jesus." The youth went on a mission
trip to Denver, Colo., July 9-18. *
Marlin and Anna Ruth Ressler began
Aug. 15 as interim pastoral couple of
the Hummelstown, Pa., church. « A
special month of Sunday school in
August at the Lancaster, Pa., church
featured mission reports, a hymn sing,
and representatives from Susquehanna
Valley Pregnancy Services and Paxton
Street Ministries.

John A. Weaver ordained
John Weaver, pastor of the
Oak Hill Brethren in Christ
Church in Wooster, Ohio, was
ordained on Sunday afternoon,
July 25, at the Oak Hill church.
Members of the congregation
and his family shared in music,
Scripture reading and prayer.
Rev. Calvin Hamblin, pastor of
the Amherst Brethren in Christ
Church, preached the ordination
sermon. Pastor Weaver served on
the Amherst staff while in the
beginning stages of the Oak Hill
church planting. Bishop John
Byers led the ordination ceremony. Members of the church board
joined him in the prayer of ordination.
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Pastor Weaver served as associate pastor at the Nappanee,
Ind., Brethren in Christ Church
prior to beginning the Oak Hill
congregation. He is a graduate of
Messiah College and has done
studies at Ashland Theological
Seminary. He is joined in ministry by his wife Margaret and
daughters Katrina and Samantha.

Bob Geiger and John Allen
Brubaker were missions speakers Sept.
25-26 at the Manheim, Pa., church. *
Twenty-two people from the Manor
church, Mountville, Pa., left for Honduras for two weeks on July 15. •:• On
July 11, message and song were
brought by the Water Street Rescue
Mission to the Millersville, Pa.,
church. •:• The Millersville youth went
to the mission July 28. •:• "Veggie
Town Values" was the VBS theme
July 18-23 of the Mt. Pleasant church,
Mount Joy, Pa„ as they took the program to the Ridge Run Campgrounds. •:• The New Joy church,
Akron, Pa., welcomed 15 new members in June. Grandparents Day was
celebrated Sept. 15 with the sermon,
"Joyful Grandparenting."
Ken Engle was guest speaker July
25 for the Palmyra, Pa., congregation.
Erin Hoffman spoke on Aug. 8 about
experiences in Venezuela. •> After the
heart attack in July of Pastor Shaw of
the Pequea congregation, Lancaster,
Pa., Gerald Wingert took on pulpit
duties while Pastor Houck was in
Puerto Rico with work groups. *
Joyce Slaymaker concluded 40 years of
service as organist recently at the
Refton, Pa., church. An all-day fellowship was planned for July 18 at
Black Rock Retreat. •:• Seven youth of
the Silverdale, Pa., church went
through TIMS Aug. 1-7 for service
based out of Christian Retreat Center. The church planned a deep-sea
fishing trip for Sept. 21. • The youth
of the Speedwell Heights church,
Lititz, Pa., had a swim-a-thon July 910 to raise money.

Canadian Conference
Ron Lofthouse and John Dykstra
were July guest speakers for the Boyle
congregation, St. Ann's, Ont. "Jungle
Journey" was the July 19 week VBS
theme. •:• The family barbecue for the
Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt,
Ont., was July 25 after the service. *
VBS was July 26-30 at the Clearview
church, Kindersley, Sask., with Charlie and Carol Reed. •:• After a lune 20
breakfast together, the Deiisle, Sask.,
congregation discussed the vision and
goals of the church. A prayer stroll
through the community was planned
for Aug. 8. •:• Debbie Kornice has
begun as part-time minister of visitation for the Falls View church, Niagara Falls, Ont. •> The Jr. Choir of the
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont.,
presented "Giddyup, Giddalong
Gideon" on June 13. The youth went
to Niagara Falls on July 24. •> The
Houghton church, Langton, Ont.,
welcomed three new members, heard
from the mission team to Mexico, and
had a Sunday school picnic on July
18.

The Massey Place church, Saska-

toon, Sask., was the site of a student
appreciation banquet in September
hosted by Canadian Conference. •>
Child Evangelism Fellowship hosted a
backyard children's club July 12-16
for the Oak Ridges, Ont., church. •:•
The adult fellowship of the Port Colborne, Ont., church had a car-van
rally on July 17. * Bruce and Marilyn
Meyers brought the message July 4 to
the Rosebank church, Petersburg,
Ont. <• The Sherkston, Ont., congregation had a Galilean service and picnic July 25 at Ridgeway Shores Golf
Club. •:• The youth of the Stayner,
Ont., congregation had white-water
rafting in July and a canoe trip in
August. The Sunday school kickoff
and corn roast was Sept. 12. A group
of 30 teens and leaders from Word of
Life Canada presented music, testimonies, and drama July 18 for the
Westheights congregation, Kitchener,
Ont. The church hosted the team
until Tuesday as they did street evangelism.

Central Conference
"We Shine for Jesus" was the
theme of the Aug. 2-6 VBS of the
Amherst congregation, Massillon,
Ohio. The second annual golf outing
was planned for Aug. 28 in Wooster. •:•
The Bethel church, Merrill, Mich.,
held their 20th annual gospel tent
meetings May 30-June 13. •:• The new
pastor of the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, Paul Woellhof, began his duties Aug. 2. •:• The
Christian Union church, Garrett,
Ind., planned their campout at Chain
O' Lakes Park for Aug. 20-22. * VBS
Aug. 9-12 at the Highland church,
West Milton, Ohio, was "Veggie
Town Values." "Promises Worth
Keeping" was the 50-Day Adventure
this summer for the Lakeview church,
Goodrich, Mich. The farewell for Pastor Walker was Aug. 8; the congregation welcomed Frank and Karen
Nolton from California as pastoral
couple. •:• An offering Aug. 8 from the
Northgate fellowship, Tipp City,
Ohio, went to the well project at
Navajo Mission. * Marion Berg, pastor 25 years ago at the Sippo Valley
church, Massillon, Ohio, preached
there on July 4. •> During VBS at the
Union Grove church, New Paris, Ind.,
June 21-25, 23 children made decisions for Christ.

Midwest Conference
Wycliffe translators in Kenya,
Dennis and Julie Greer, spoke on July
21 to the Bethany congregation,
Thomas, Okla. •:• On June 13 the Zion
congregation, Abilene, Kan., enjoyed
the music of the CrossWise team from
Tabor College. Mary Kay Meyer
shared about her Iraq experiences on
Aug. 15.
September/October
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Pacific Conference
Don Kopp of the Christian
Reformed Church was guest speaker
June 27 at the Chino, Calif., church. •:•
Ronald and Janice H o t r u m of
Lebanon, Ore., led the June 13 service
for the Pacific Highway congregation,
Salem, Ore., including music and adult
and children's messages. •:• The
Upland, Calif., church sent two members to Zimbabwe for the summer
with TIMS. A salad potluck preceded
an Aug. 1 concert by Generation 21, a
YFC team from Africa. * The Walnut,
Calif., congregation had a 24-hour
prayer vigil on July 23. A new Boys
Club began recently on the fourth
Sunday each month.

Southeast Conference
The youth of the Highland Park
congregation, Dublin, Va., had car
washes once a month this summer. An
informational meeting about building
plans was held July 11. The VBS
theme at the Millerfields church,
Columbia, Ky., was "The Ultimate
Adventure with Jesus." The offering
project was for Navajo Mission.

Susquehanna Conference
Four people were baptized July 25
at the Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa.
The VBS offering of more than $1,000
was to send boys to school in India. •:•
The Carlisle, Pa., church had an open
forum Aug. 29 to reflect on "The
Church of My Dreams" summer sermons. • The Cedar Grove church,
Mifflintown, Pa., welcomed 14 new
members and baptized 15 in June. •:• In
June the Dillsburg, Pa., church sent
35 youth and adults for a work week at
a Mennonite Brethren camp in Quebec. A youth vs. adults soccer game
July 11 was among many summer
activities planned for the Grantham,
Pa., congregation. The church has
placed a time capsule with messages
from its members in the floor of the
narthex, to be opened in 2049.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation had seven weeks of sermons in
the fall on the core values and mission
statements of the church. •:• Janet
Peifer is leading four coping with grief
seminars this fall for the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg.
Missionary to Mongolia, Tonya Starner, gave a slide presentation on July
28. •:• Jack McClane spoke July 25 to
the Redland Valley congregation,
York Haven, Pa. Summer intern Laura
Herr helped with VBS the week of July
26. •:• Two persons were baptized July
18 at the Wesley church, Mt. Holly
Springs, Pa. The church had outdoor
worship June 27 with gospel singer
Dave Garnere. •:• The West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, welcomed
John Walker as pastor recently.
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For The
Record
Births
Bair: Kodee Lynn, Mar. 20; Todd
and Debra (Goss) Bair, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Barley: Ashley Lynn, Oct. 28,
1996; chosen daughter of Roy and
Mary Ann (Garber) Barley, Cross
Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa.
Baughman: Gabrielle Nicole, May
18; Troy and Belinda (Gibble) Baughman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Bowman: Aaron Scott, June 24;
Doug and Linda (Erisman) Bowman,
Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy,
Pa.
Bricker: Rachel Marie, July 21; Ed
and Patti (Timmons) Bricker, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Brownlee: Hope Laura Michaela,
Feb. 19; Michael and Velvet (Wideman) Brownlee, Upper Oaks congregation, Ont.
Burkholder: Makenzie Paige, May
24; Matt and Karen (Horst) Burkholder, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Cline: Aaron Alexander, Jan. 16;
Ron and Karla Cline, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Coldsmith: Christina May, June
23; Joe and April (Bruso) Coldsmith,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Dale: Alana Peyton, June 28; Darrell and Andrea (Detwiler) Dale, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Denlinger: Shelby Nicole, Apr. 12;
Dana and Michelle (Myers) Denlinger,
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Dunlap: Emily Rose, June 9; Jeff
and Leanne Dunlap, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Dzurkovich: Kyrsten Nicole, June
4; Donovan and Sonja (Keperling)
Dzurkovich, Manor congregation, Pa.
Fahnestock: Jacob Maxwell, June
9; Steven and Lynette Fahnestock,
Palmyra congregation, Pa.
Frey: Benjamin Mark, July 23;
Terry and Cynthia (Shirk) Frey,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Heimbach: Erin Mae, June 22;
Greg and Dawn (Snyder) Heimbach,
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Darren Joseph, Feb. 22;
Anthony and Sandy (Heise) Heisey,
Harrisburg congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Solomon Avery, Apr. 5;
Wayne and Simone (Tiwari) Heisey,
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Hopple: Lydia Rose, July 10; Tim
and Rosinda (Hock) Hopple, Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa.
Horst: Cody Robert, Aug. 24,
1998; Robert and Anna (Leeper)
Horst, Palmyra congregation, Pa. (correction from previous issue).
Lofthouse: Brooklyn Nicole, June

E.V. Timelines

Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR

100 Years Ago
Sept. 1, 1899—"It is with sadness of
heart that we refer to a meeting held by
the so-called 'Fire Baptized Associat i o n ' . . . i n N o r t h Dickinson county,
Kan.... The preaching was to a great extent made up of hard
sayings against other churches and especially against the
Brethren [in Christ]. The proceedings so aroused the community that the meeting was finally broken up by a mob, cutting down the tent in which the meeting was held.... The
scene is said by those who saw it to have been of the most disgraceful nature and.. .we certainly are not in sympathy with
such unlawful proceedings."

75 Years Ago
Sept. 15, 1924—Enos Hess, writing on the need to be
free from deception, especially in the life of the church: "We
give a reason for an action which is plausible, while the real
reason is vastly different. It takes more grace, courage or
backbone than some of us seem to possess to state the facts
as they are.... The person who is so very nice and agreeable
to your face and maligns you to others is not appreciated
when found out."

50 Years Ago
Oct. 17,1949—J.A. Climenhaga, editorializing on preaching: "Experiences and stories within themselves are good,
but.. .the church needs more expositional preaching today.
The Word must be explained in its entirety. Topical preaching using isolated passages of the Word may be injurious
and lead away from sound doctrine, but when the great
themes of Bible Doctrine are presented according to their setting in the Bible, the people are not only entertained but are
fed."

25 Years Ago
Sept. 25,1974—John Zercher, writing on "We're human,
too": "The effectiveness of our Christian life will be determined by how we accept the limitation of our creaturely
existence.... No matter the degree of spiritual attainment, we
are limited in our judgment, finite in our wisdom, and transitory in our existence.... We would understand more about
the problem of 'unanswered' prayer if we would take seriously this fact of our nature. How many of our prayers,
which seem to us to be unanswered, are really prayers to
escape our creaturehood? This is particularly pertinent when
we pray for healing for ourselves or others."

10 Years Ago
October 1989—In an editorial titled "Goodbye to Elm
Street": "If things go even half-way according to schedule, this
October issue will be the last Evangelical Visitor to be printed at 301 North Elm Street, Nappanee. Plans are to shut
down the presses Friday evening, Sept. 29, and on Monday
start to move offices and equipment to our brand new building located on the east edge of Nappanee."
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11; Rob and Mary (Cameron) Lofthouse, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Lohr: Whitney Raine, July 10;
Tom and Angela (Esch) Lohr, Manor
congregation, Pa.
McKee: Nathaniel Paul, June 22;
Dave and Leslie (Finnegan) McKee,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Miliary: Rachel Catherine, July 24;
David and Bonnie Miliary, Dillsburg
congregation, Pa.
Moore: Donovan Joshua Reuben,
June 19; Jeff and Jolene (Pender)
Moore, Houghton congregation, Ont.
Munyan: Simon Gow, Feb. 17;
Daniel and Leslie (Gow) Munyan,
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Peachey: Derek Lee, June 17; chosen son of Warren and Nina Peachey,
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.

Peckman: Andrea Megan, June 17;
Warren and Teresa (Musser) Peckman, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Ramsey: Teresa Marie, June 9;
Paul and Cathy (Goodbred) Ramsey,
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Sellers: Jacie Renae, July 23; Dale
and Lisa (Burkholder) Sellers, Manor
congregation, Pa.
Sutherland: Michael David, July
12; Rob and Trish (Ellis) Sutherland,
St. Thomas, Ont.
Swartz: Isaac Dale, May 25; Dale
and Christine (Cook) Swartz, Air Hill
congregation, Pa.
Tolley: Jeanetta Mae, July 25;
Randy and Gwen (Ritchey) Tolley,
Pleasant Valley congregation, Pa.
Wagner: Austin Lee, Apr. 21;

MONEY
MATTERS

Did you
say "no"
to God?
by Philip D. Keefer

Philip Keefer is Executive Director of
Stewardship
for the Brethren in Christ
Church. Scripture quotations are from the
New Living Translation.
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David and Mona (Noecker) Wagner,
Millerfield congregation, Ky.
Whitesel: Micah James, July 7; Jim
and Amy Whitesel, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Yoder: Amber Rose, June 2; Mark
and Sharon (Peachey) Yoder, Big Valley congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Aggson-Rohrer: Tonya Lea,
daughter of Fred and Shirley Rohrer,
Hope, Kan., and Eric Ray, son of Dave
and Denise Aggson, Concordia, Kan.,
June 5, at Zion Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Kerry Koup and
Rev. Ron Bowell officiating.
Amrheim-Cramer: Stephanie
Lyn, daughter of Mark and Jane

What do you mean, "Did I say 'no' to
God?" Are men and women saying "no"
to God when they say "no" to the church?
Churches are finding it increasingly difficult
to find workers for their programs.
Why is this? Is it that people love the
Lord less? Do we lack in our understanding
and appreciation of our salvation? Is there
a connection between my willingness to
serve my church and my love for the Lord?
Are my horizontal relationships a reflection of my vertical relationship with the
Lord?
Jesus makes several statements which
need to be considered. He said, "...I was
hungry, and you didn't feed me. I was
thirsty, and you didn't give me anything to
drink. I was a stranger, and you didn't
invite me into your home. I was naked, and
you gave me no clothing. I was sick and in
prison, and you didn't visit me." Jesus goes
on to say, "...I assure you, when you
refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help
me" (Matthew 25: 42-45).
Paul's verbal interchange with God is
relative to the question. In Acts we read,
"As he was nearing Damascus on his mission, a brilliant light from heaven suddenly beamed down upon him! He fell on the
ground and heard a voice saying to him,
'Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?'
'Who are you sir?' Saul asked. And the
voice replied, 'I am Jesus, the one you are
persecuting'" (Acts 9: 3-5). Does what we
do in our everyday relationships have a correlation to Jesus Christ?
What is it that makes so many people
unavailable to serve their local church?
What is it that causes people to say, "I've

Cramer, and Daniel Scott, son of Jane
and the late William Amrheim, July
17, at the bride's home with Rev. M.
Eugene Heidler officiating.
Cooper-Sider: Amber Dawn Margaret, daughter of Larry and Sharon
Sider, Fort Erie, Ont., and Gary Mark,
son of Robert and Elizabeth Cooper,
Fort Erie, June 26, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Kentie officiating.
Cox-Hunt: Joy H u n t and Ray
Cox, May 7, at Highland Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Henry Miller,
Rev. Earnest Weber, and Rev. Dave
Alexander officiating.
Habecker-Kuhns: Fern Kuhns,
Lancaster, Pa., and Mark Habecker,
Palmyra, Pa., Aug. 7, at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J.

done it long enough. It's time for somebody new to do it." Why is it that a team of
teachers is required in order to staff one
adult Sunday school class?
Randy Alcorn, in his book Money, Possessions and Eternity, writes, "Acquiring a
possession may also push me into redefining my priorities and make me unavailable
for ministry."
For instance, Judy and I bought a
camper two different times in our lives. The
problem of buying a camper is not just one
of money. We needed to justify our purchase of a camper by using it. Using a
camper would mean frequent weekends
away from our church, making us unavailable to teach Sunday school or direct the
youth group or coach the quiz team or....
The problem was not the campers, but us.
Yet, the bottom line is the same.
Jesus said in the parable of the soils,
"The thorny ground represents those who
hear and accept the Good News, but all too
quickly the message is crowded out by the
cares of this life and the lure of wealth, so
no crop is produced" (Matthew 13:22).
This summer Judy, our three sons, their
wives, and our seven grandchildren vacationed in the Poconos. We rented a vacation home. I thought, "How nice it would
be to have a similar rental property." Then
I realized there would need to be a down
payment, then monthly payments that may
go on the rest of our lives. There would be
bills to pay, taxes that never stop going up,
repairs to be made (and I'm not a Mr.
Fixit). The financial drain would be substantial, but the drain on our energy and
our time could be even greater.
There would be the hassle of finding the
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Daniel Houck and Rev. Donald Martsail officiating.
Hollinger-Liss: Gabrielle B.,
daughter of John and Ingrid Liss, Lancaster, Pa., and William David, son of
Jean and the late William David
Hollinger, June 5, at Manor Brethren
in Christ Church with John B. Hawbaker officiating.
Keeport-Miller: Nycole L., daughter of Keith and Kathy Miller, Everett,
Pa., and Brian Dale, son of Bob and
Linda Keeport, Washington Boro, Pa.,
June 5, at Everett United Methodist
Church with Rev. S. Ronald Parks and
Rev. Pat Jones officiating.
Kleinfelter-Baker: Mary Christine
Baker, Palmyra, Pa., and Dennis Gene
Kleinfelter, Palmyra, May 8, at
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church

with Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating.
Lowe-Sauder: Melissa R., daughter of Brent and Robin Sauder, Washington Boro, Pa., and Mark A. Lowe,
nephew of Thelma Miller and Ralph
Lowe, June 19, at Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Sheetz
officiating.
Newlin-Howland: Mary C. Engle
Howland, Abilene, Kan., and Wayne
E. Newlin, June 21, at Waterville United Methodist Church (Kan.).
Nickel-Boll: Lone, daughter of Jay
and Lois Boll, Mt. Joy, Pa., and Ted,
son of Bob and LeAnn Nickel, Kansas,
June 19, at Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Nickel and Rev. Greg Funk officiating.
Reynolds-Fettro: Carl Reynolds,
York Springs, Pa., and Robin Fettro,

right renters, the anxiety that they may mistreat the home. There is the worry about
vandalism. The Poconos are more than two
hours from our home. What about weather damage? There would always be that
compulsion to drive to the Poconos just to
make sure everything is all right.
All of the energy we would put into the
rental property would be in addition to the
home we actually live in. I'm not suggesting
it is wrong for a Christian to own a rental
vacation property. However, the practical
question is a fair one—do I own the property, do I own the camper, or do they own
me? The central issue is not the camper or
the vacation home, but the depletion of the
resources of time, energy, enthusiasm, and
money that could be involved in the kingdom of God.
The key question is not a general one—
Should a Christian own this or that? The
key question is a specific one—Does God
want me to own this or that in light of the
drain it will create on my resources?
In one of his parables, Jesus invited three
men to a great feast (Luke 14:16-24). Each
man had an excuse why he couldn't come.
The first "...had just bought a field and
wanted to inspect it." The next one ".. .just
bought five pair of oxen and wanted to try
them." The third "...had just been married, so he couldn't come."
The master in the parable was angry and
said, "Go quickly into the streets and the
alleys of the city and invite the poor, the
lame, and the blind." Speaking of those
who were originally invited, those preoccupied with other concerns, Jesus said, "For
none of those I invited first will get even the
smallest of what I had prepared for them."
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Mechanicsburg, Pa., June 5, at Dillsburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Jim Spurrier officiating.
Rohrer-Allmon: Laura Ann,
daughter of David and Jean Allmon,
Abilene, Kan., and Fred Kenneth, son
of Fred J. and Shirley Rohrer, Hope,
Kan., July 10, at Zion Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Ron Bowell
officiating.
Martin-Miller: Amber Miller,
Mount Joy, Pa., and Jason, son of
Galen and Nancy Martin, Mount Joy,
June 6, at the bride's home, with Rev.
Roy Peterman officiating.
Shrock-Kauffman: Irene, daughter of Eva and the late Ezra Kauffinan,
and Mahlon Shrock, Belleville, Pa.,
June 19, at Locust Grove Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Max Zook

There was nothing wrong with what
preoccupied the three men. They were
not stealing or committing adultery. They
stayed away because they had more
important things to do—one had a new
wife; the other two had new possessions.
For good reasons or for bad reasons, the
bottom line is the same—they were
wrapped up in other things.

and Rev. John M. Keefer officiating.
Thoma-West: Cynthia Ann West,
Annville, Pa., and Kenneth Raymond
Thoma Jr., Annville, June 12, at
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating.
Tyson-Gulbish: Barbara Ann,
daughter of Richard and Barbara Gulbish, Collegeville, Pa., and Neil David,
son of Philip and Judy Tyson, Saratoga, Pa., June 26, at Perkiomen Valley
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Keith Tyson officiating.
White-Fritz: Nicole J., daughter of
Gary and Nettie Fritz, Pleasant Hall,
Pa., and Jeffrey, son of William and
Sara White, Chambersburg, Pa., June
5, at Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.

Are there good and legitimate and
compelling reasons for you to say "no" to
God? Are there possessions, activities and
pressing concerns which are causing you
to miss the banquet? Every thing we accumulate is one more thing with the potential of taking our attention away from
God.

C O O P E R A T I V E M I N I S T R I E S REPORT
U.S. $
1999
1998
4,268,291.00 4,310,271.00
475,025.00
541,360.00
3,793,266.00 3,768,911.00

1 Total Ministry Budget
2 Less Other Budget Receipts
3 Cooperative Ministries Budget
4 JANUARY 1 - AUGUST 31,1999
5 CM Shared Giving
6
Congregational
1,448,490.08
7
Individual
61,874.76
8 Total CM Shared Giving
1,510,364.84
9 CM Designated Giving
10
Congregational
168,613.99
11
Individual
279,880.14
12 Total CM Designated Giving
448,494.13
13 Total Cooperative Ministries Giving 1,958,858.97
14 Total Other Budget Receipts
283,269.90
15 Total CM Giving 8( Other Budget Receipts 2,242,128.87
16 Total Expenses
2,758,139.61
17 Deficit
(516,010.74)

1,374,687.00
46,588.00
1,421,275.00

Canadian $
1999
1998
465,000.00* 452,000.00*
249,714.00

236,921.00

249,714.00

236,921.00

260,144.00
18,336.00
284,356.00
7,824.00
544,500.00
1,965,775.00 249,714.00
169,443.20
2,135,218.20
2,586,766.55
(451,548.35)

25,315.00
236,921.00

NOTE: *Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving.
It is important that you have a complete picture of Cooperative Ministries funding and expenses. Therefore we
are providing you with as much information as possible.
LINE 1 is the comprehensive budgets for general church ministries such as: General Leadership, Regional Leadership, Brotherhood Concerns, Congregational Life, Evangelism and Church Planting, Stewardship Services, Ministry and Doctrine and World Missions. It also includes the approved Cooperative Ministries a m o u n t for each
Regional Conference, Messiah College and the Vision Fund.
LINE 2 represents interest income, regional conference contributions, payments from other organizations for
shared services, and some fees for services, etc.
LINE 3 is the approved Cooperative Ministries budget.
LINES 5-13 is what was traditionally reported through the Evangelical Visitor.
LINES 9-12 were formerly reported as designated and direct giving. All designated and direct giving attributable
to the Cooperative Ministries budget is now being reported as designated.
LINE 14 is the a m o u n t received to date relative to line 2.
LINE 15 is the total of lines 13 and 14.
LINE 16 is the total expenses to date relative to the Total Ministry Budget, line 1.
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Obituaries
Brumbaugh: Ethel L. Brumbaugh,
born Sept. 18, 1962, daughter of Paul
L. and Sandra Zitch, died July 12. Her
father preceded her in death. Surviving
are her husband, Frank R. Brumbaugh; 2 sons, Frank Jr. and Eric M.;
and a daughter, Angelina L. She was a
graduate of Williamsburg High School
and a homemaker. She was a member
of the Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
The funeral was at John C. Bolger
Funeral Home with Rev. Earl E. Herr
officiating. Interment was in Sparr
Cemetery.
Cooper: Elda Marie Heister Cooper, born Apr. 20, 1910, in Maltawana,
Pa., died May 16. Surviving are her
husband, Art W. Cooper; 3 daughters,
Frances Edwards, Martha Niles, and
Rachel Brown; 12 grandchildren; and
14 great-grandchildren. Elda served
with her husband in pastorates at the
Labish, Ore., church for 18 years, and
also at Canoe Creek and Three Springs
(Pa.). She was a nonresident member
at the Pacific Highway Church (formerly Labish) and attended the Chino,
Calif., church where services were held
with Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating.
Davis: Jessie C. Davis, born Sept.
12, 1910, daughter of William J. and
Jennie Cook, died July 1. Her spouse,
James Bitting Davis, preceded her in
death. Surviving are 2 sons, William
C. and James D.; 7 grandchildren; 3
great-grandchildren; and 3 siblings.
She had resided at Messiah Village
since 1980, and was a teacher in the
West Shore School District and Hazleton schools. She was a member of the
Messiah Village congregation. Services
were held at the chapel with Rev. C.
Ronald Burgard officiating. Interment
was in Rolling Green Memorial Park.
Koch: Ruth G. Koch, born Aug.
20, 1916, daughter of Henry and
Emma Hartman Burd, died July 17. A
son, William H., preceded her in
death. Surviving are her husband,
William A. Koch; a daughter, Eleanor
E. Slaybach; a son, Paul D.; 9 grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.
She was a member of the New Joy
congregation, Pa. The funeral was at
Good Funeral Home with Rev. John
Zuck officiating. Interment was in
Pleasant View Cemetery.
Monn: Bertha Q. Monn, born
Sept. 8,1897, daughter of William and
Frances Dohner Moore, died July 1.
Her husband, Harry B. Monn, preceded her in death. Surviving are
nieces and nephews. She had resided at
Messiah Village since 1986. She and
her husband owned and operated the
Palms Trailer Park in Orlando, Fla.
Bertha was a member of the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation, and an
associate member of the Messiah Village church. A graveside service was at
Lincoln Cemetery.
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Mowery: Priscilla Mowery, born
Nov. 15, 1913, in Morgantown, Pa.,
daughter of Aaron and Kathryn Mast,
died Feb. 4. Preceding her in death
were her husband, George H. Mowery,
a brother; and two sisters. Surviving
are 2 daughters, Brenda Pipp and Barbra Deross; 2 sons, Lowell and George;
7 grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren; and 3 siblings. She was a member of the Skyline View congregation,
Pa., where the funeral was held with
Rev. John Reitz officiating. Interment
was in Shoops Cemetery.
Pender: Donald Rueben Pender,
born Feb. 11,1922, died June 21. Surviving are his wife, Betty (Badger); a
son, Ed; 2 daughters, Judy and Ellen;
and several grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. He was a member of
the Houghton congregation, Ont.,
where the funeral was held with Rev.
Dale Collier officiating. Interment was
in Tillsonburg Cemetery.
Replogle: Rachel L. Replogle, born
Mar. 2, 1993, daughter of Robert G.
and Marilyn Brown Replogle, died July
14. Surviving with her parents are two
b r o t h e r s , David and Adam; and
grandparents, Glenn and Marion
Moffat, and Fred Brown and Betty
Replogle. She attended kindergarten
at Northern Bedford Elementary
School, and Sunday school at the Martinsburg church, Pa. The funeral was at
the church with Rev. Earl E. Herr and
Rev. Timothy Knauss officiating.
Interment was in Dry Hill Cemetery.
Shatzer: Helen B. Shatzer, born
Sept. 5, 1921, daughter of David and
Amanda Burkholder Freet, died June
17. A daughter and 3 siblings preceded
her in death. Surviving are her husband, Joe E. Shatzer; a daughter, Carol
J. Dice; 2 sons, Steve E. and Timothy
L.; 10 grandchildren; 2 stepgrandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren. She
was a member of the National Assoc.
of Retired Federal Employees, an avid
cook, and a member of the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation. The
funeral service was at the church with
Rev. Kevin Witter and Rev. Lester
Stine officiating. Interment was in Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery.
Shriner: H. Clair Shriner, born
Nov. 14, 1914, son of Homer and
Sarah Shriner, died July 15. A halfbrother and a half-sister preceded him
in death. Surviving are his wife, Mabel
W.; 2 children, Audrey Kensinger and
Harold A.; 7 grandchildren; 10 greatgrandchildren; and a brother. He was
a farmer. Though a member of the
W o o d b u r y congregation, Pa., he
attended the Martinsburg church. The
funeral was at the S. Gerald Weaver
Funeral Home with Rev. Earl E. Herr
officiating. Interment was in Dry Hill
Cemetery.
Teal: Nettie Elizabeth Teal, born
Nov. 13, 1908, daughter of Levi and

Laura Bartlett Cronk, died July 28.
Preceding her in death were her husband, Orland Teal; and four siblings.
Surviving are a sister, Rhoda TyrrellBrown; brothers- and sisters-in-law;
and nieces and nephews. Nettie
worked with her husband and other
relatives on a farm and in the sausagemaking business. She had been
involved for many years at the Springvale church, Ont., in music and hospitality ministries. She directed VBS at
both Springvale and Cheapside, and
worked in hospitality at General Conference and camp meetings. She was a
member at Springvale. The funeral
was held at Hyde and Mott Funeral
Home with Rev. Allan Thompson and
Rev. Gerald Tyrrell officiating. Interment was in Springvale Greenwood
Cemetery.
Tyson: Irvin G. Tyson, born Nov.
13, 1920, in Skippack Township,
Montgomery Co., Pa., son of Isaiah
and Katie (Garis) Tyson, died Dec. 10,
1998. Surviving is his wife, Kathryn
(Poley) Tyson; 3 daughters, Carolyn
Sollenberger, Sheryll Potteiger, and
Beth Book; 5 sons, Irvin G. Jr., Philip
W., Keith A., Stephen L., and Kent D.;
24 grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; and 5 siblings. He was a member
of the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in
Christ Church, where he served as pastor from 1942 to 1967. He owned and
operated Irvin G. Tyson 8t Son Electrical Motor Repair since 1983, having been employed prior to that by
Jacob H. Bowers, Inc. Services were
held at the Perkiomen Valley church
with Rev. David Croxford officiating.
Interment was in the church cemetery.
Tribute
Irvin Tyson was a quiet, patient
man of wisdom who loved his God,
his wife, his family, and his friends.
His legacy as a Christian businessman
and minister of God's Word remains
for all of us to remember.
Irvin was born and raised in the
townships surrounding the Perkiomen
Valley (formerly Graterford) Brethren
in Christ Church in CollegeviHe, Pa.,
where he attended all his life.
Throughout his life, he was an active
member of the church and a faithful
servant of God. At the age of 24, Irvin
became an ordained minister and
served the congregation as pastor from
1942-1967. His commitment and dedication to the church was evident as
he faithfully served in various areas of
ministry as a Sunday school superintendent, teacher, deacon, and trustee.
Irvin had a deep love for Christ
and the Church which was modeled
in the way he lived. Even in times of
recreation, as an avid gardener and
outdoorsman, he enjoyed all of God's
creation to the fullest.
Though Irvin's life on earth has
now been completed, the fruit of his
life and labors will remain. On Dec.

10, 1998, Irvin G. Tyson received the
ultimate commendation from his
Lord, "Well done, good and faithful
servant. Come and share your Master's happiness."
Craig E. Sider
Bishop, Atlantic Conference
Wenger: Anna Mae Wenger, born
Apr. 25, 1926, daughter of J. Henry
and Mary Zimmerman Lehman, died
Feb. 2. Surviving are her husband,
Gerald L. Wenger; 4 sons, Henry,
Stephen, Jeffrey (see below), and
Charles; a daughter, Rebecca Shenk;
12 grandchildren; a great-grandchild;
and a sister, Janet Sherk. She was a
retired nursing assistant and enjoyed
singing in earlier years. The funeral
was at the Grantham church, Pa., with
Rev. Robert Ives, Rev. Simon Lehman,
Rev. Ken Hepner, and Rev. Ron Burgard officiating. Interment was in
Mechanicsburg Cemetery.
Wenger: Jeffrey A. Wenger, born
Dec. 11,1954, son of Gerald and Anna
Mae Wenger, died June 11. His mother preceded him in death. Surviving
are his wife, Sandra (Turman); 3
daughters, Deena, Krista, and Carla;
his father; 3 brothers, Henry, Stephen,
and Charles; and a sister, Rebecca. He
was employed by Preston Trucking
Co. and a member of the Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. The memorial
service was at the church with Rev.
Ken Hepner and Rev. Layne Lebo officiating. Interment was in Mechanicsburg Cemetery.
Zook: Roy W. Zook, born Nov.
21,1911, died June 20. His wife, Mary
Alice, preceded him in death. Surviving are 3 daughters, Elaine Gleck, Faye
Smith, and Charlene Burnes; 2 sons,
Donald and Edward; 21 grandchildren; and 56 greatgrandchildren. Roy
had been a minister
in the Brethren in
Christ Church for
52 years. He was a
m e m b e r of the
Mechanicsburg
(Pa.) congregation,
where services were held with Rev.
Ken Hepner and Rev. Doris Barr officiating. Interment was in Grantham
Memorial Cemetery.
Tribute
Roy Zook was a godly man, devoted to the Lord, the church, and his
family. As a bi-vocational pastor, Roy
sacrificed continuously to further the
work of the church in response to
God's call on his life for missions service.
Roy was born in Chambersburg,
Pa. As a boy, he attended Pleasant Hill
Brethren in Christ Church with his
parents. Later, he studied at Penn State
University for an agricultural science
degree. It was there that he sensed
God's call to the mission field. Shortly
thereafter, he met Mary Alice Pote,
September/October
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Mount Rock takes home
1999 Bible Quiz trophy
Nine Bible Quiz teams met at Kenbrook Bible
Camp, just north of Lebanon, Pa., from July 9 to
13 for the 1999 Brethren in Christ Denominational Quiz Finals. The teams included Mount
Rock and Paramount from Allegheny Conference; Pequea, Skyline View, and Hershey from
Atlantic Conference; Nappanee/Oak Hill and
Lakeview from Central Conference; and Dillsburg and Big Valley from Susquehanna Conference.
The tournament consisted of a double round
robin in which each team quizzed all the other
teams twice, followed by a double elimination
tournament. At the end of double round robins,
team placements were as follows: Dillsburg, first;
Mount Rock, second; Paramount, third; Big Valley, fourth; Pequea, fifth; Skyline View, sixth;
Nappanee/Oak Hill, seventh; Lakeview, eighth;
and Hershey, ninth. At the completion of double
elimination play, Mount Rock was the champion,
followed by Dillsburg in second place, followed in
order by Big Valley, Paramount, Pequea, Skyline
View, Hershey, Lakeview, and Nappanee/Oak
Hill.
In addition to team trophies for the top three
teams, numerous individual awards were also
presented. The top quizzer f r o m each team
received a $500 scholarship to Messiah College.
William Strausbaugh, Dean of Enrollment Management, was present to present the scholarships
to Jesse Diller from Big Valley, Rachel Spurrier
from Dillsburg, Carrie Messick from Hershey,
Vaughn Climenhaga from Lakeview, Scott Benedict from Mount Rock, Ruth Rosentrater from
N a p p a n e e / O a k Hill, J e n n y Kipe f r o m
Paramount, Bryan H u b e r f r o m Pequea, and
Demetrius Lettley from Skyline View.
The top ten quizzers in the tournament also
received recognition in the form of medallions.
These included in ascending order: Katrina
Weaver (Nappanee/Oak Hill), Jenny Kipe, Jesse
Diller, Vaughn Climenhaga, Ruth Rosentrater,
Rachel Spurrier, Demetrius Lettley, Bryan Huber,
Carrie Messick, and Scott Benedict. Three of
these quizzers received special awards; Jesse Diller
was h o n o r e d as t h e T o p Rookie (first year
quizzer), Rachel Spurrier was voted Quizzers'

and they were married on Christmas
Day, 1933. Together they sought a way
to answer the Lord's call.
In 1936 their opportunity came, as
they accepted responsibilities as Superintendent and Matron at the Brethren
in Christ Children's Orphanage near
Morrison, Illinois. There, Roy functioned as the administrator, Bible
teacher and pastor for the children.
Many of the children's lives were
enriched by their ministry there.
The Zook family returned to the
Harrisburg area in 1944 where they
attended the Messiah Home church.
There Roy was a Sunday school teachSeptember/October
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First place Mount Rock (above), with second place Dillsburg (right, top) and Big
Valley, the third place team.
Choice by quizzers, coaches and officials, and
Scott Benedict received an NIV Student Study
Bible, compliments of Christian Light Bookstore
in Elizabethtown, Pa.
William Strausbaugh also presented $500
Messiah College scholarships to members of the
championship team from Mount Rock. Members of the Mount Rock Team included Megan
Benedict, Scott Benedict, Becca Heisey, Kevin
Okuley, and Bryan Roper. Rick Morris is the
coach of this championship team.
The Retreat Center at Kenbrook Bible Camp
made an ideal venue for quiz finals this year, and
the weather cooperated by turning pleasant and
cool the day after the group arrived. Quizzers,
their coaches, and some officials stayed at the
Retreat Center, and quizzing took place in four
Retreat Center meeting rooms. In addition, the
group had the use of camp recreation facilities,
including the swimming pool, canoeing on the
lake, volleyball, basketball, horseshoes, and shuffle board. Two of the teams even went to nearby
Hersheypark on Monday evening.
Once again the tournament was characterized by keen competition, but that competitive
spirit ended at the end of each quiz, and quizzers
just enjoyed each other's c o m p a n y and the
opportunity to continue old friendships with
quizzers they hadn't seen perhaps since last year.
Quizzing this year covered the entire Book
of Acts, so the sheer volume of material was challenging to everyone. Next year the quiz material
covers Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. Even though the material

er, assistant pastor and elder. During
his years there, he became a licensed
minister, and went on to serve as a
pastor at Canoe Creek and Fairview
Brethren in Christ churches. Also he
served as an interim pastor for Manheim Brethren in Christ Church. At
each church, Roy left the imprint of
his faithful Christian walk and godly
example.
For some eight years, Roy wrote a
weekly Christian news column entitled "Sermonette" which appeared in
the Elizabethtown Merchandiser. In
this way, Roy's life touched a secular
audience as well.

covers five books, it is significantly shorter than
this year's content.
It's not too soon for churches to begin making plans to join in the systematic study of God's
W o r d t h r o u g h Bible quizzing. Churches in
Atlantic Conference may contact the Regional
Quiz Director, Arlin Buckwalter, at 150 North
Charlotte Street, Manheim PA 17545. His telephone number is (717) 664-3006, and his e-mail
address is arlinbuck@juno.com. In Canadian
Conference, interested churches may contact
Pauline White, the Regional Quiz Director, at
595 Steele Street, Port Colborne, ON L3K 4Y6.
Her telephone number is (905) 835-1061, and
her e-mail address is pkwhite@itsi.ca. Central
Conference churches should contact John Weaver, the Regional Quiz Director, at 3553 Oak Hill
Road, Wooster, O H 44691. His telephone number is (330) 345-0007, and his e-mail address is
johnw44691@aol.com. None of the other regional conferences currently have Regional Quiz
Directors, so churches in those conferences may
contact the Denominational Quizmaster, John
A. Sider, at P. 0. Box 108, Grantham, PA 17027.
His telephone number is (717) 697-1597, and
his e-mail address is jasider@prodigy.net.
^

It has been said that one of Roy's
main contributions of his earthly life
was as a parent. Roy and Alice, besides
helping with the orphanage children,
reared five children of their own. It
was a short-term missions trip to
Africa in 1996 that Roy felt he was able
to fulfill his call to missions in an even
more complete way. Roy toured
Brethren in Christ missions stations
with his son Don in Zimbabwe,
including Bulawayo, Matopo Secondary School, Mtshabezi Mission
and Wanezi Secondary School. Roy
gave his testimony, witnessed and
prayed. Over the course of several

weeks, Roy and Don saw several hundred high school students and adults
respond to their invitations to find
Christ. Roy saw this as the culmination
of his ministerial career.
The testimony of Brother Roy
Zook's life is one of faithfulness, sacrifice and obedience to his Lord. His
memory and ministry ripple across
two continents. We give thanks to God
for the life of this faithful servant of
the church and express our joy that he
is even now in the presence of his
Lord.
Ray Hock, Bishop,
Susquehanna Conference
Evangelical Visitor
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Roxbury C a m p Meeting 1999

Give Yourself Away
The Christian life involves a lot of receiving. We receive salvation, the forgiveness of
sins, eternal life and the gift of the Holy Spirit—all because of God's love and grace. But
the Christian life is a matter of giving, too.
We give ourselves in total consecration to
God. We give ourselves in service to others
in Christ's name. These are the things we
explored in our 1999 Camp Meeting under
the theme "Give Yourself Away."
Our co-evangelists were Terry Brensinger, a Brethren in Christ minister and
Associate Professor of Biblical Studies at
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.; and Steve
Schellin, a minister of the Churches of Christ
in Christian Union, and associate pastor of
Faith Memorial Church in Lancaster, Ohio.
Terry Brensinger, often choosing texts
from the Old Testament, spoke on issues of
God's faithfulness when we go through the
toughest tests, the transformation of our
minds, how to pray in times of suffering,
and showing compassion toward "the alien,"
that is, the person who does not "fit in" as
others do. He noted, "If you have experienced the grace of God, you know what it
feels like to be welcomed."
Steve Schellin spoke on such issues as a
passion for knowing God, pursuing holiness, being an authentic community of
believers where we "carefront" each other,
and following Jesus on his terms, not ours.
"Most of us are not hungering and thirsting
for righteousness; we are just snacking on
it."
Weekend speakers were Ken Smith, pastor of the Oak Ridges Brethren in Christ
Church in Ontario, Canada; and Doug

Memorial Holiness
Camp Meeting 1999
The Memorial Holiness campground
was alive with music, praise and worship
from July 16 to the 23rd. It was time for the
1999 Memorial Holiness Camp Meeting.
The theme was "Holiness—God's Awesome Gift." The camp was a significant
time of renewal and fellowship. There was
a visible response to the evening services.
People were healed and lives were changed.
The camp was marked by a number of
changes. It began on a Friday evening and
concluded on the following Friday. The
speakers—Bishop Craig Sider and Dr. Darius Salter—alternated speaking assignments. Hank Chafin, who served as Camp
28
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Carter, executive vice president of EQUIP, a
ministry that equips leaders to reach our
world for Christ. Fred Geib served as leader
of our prayer team.
The spiritual responses of persons
throughout the week were most encouraging. Many children and several teens
received Christ as their Savior. Also, many
teens and adults came to pray about issues of
obedience to God, full surrender, rebuilding
of relationships with other people, and God's
call to Christian service.
Bruce Heffner, of Elizabethtown, Pa., was
the music director. His trumpet playing was
a striking accompaniment to the congregational singing, and his trumpet solos, bright
and soaring, were a powerful addition to the
camp's music. Loine Bert was organist, Jan
Stauffer was pianist, and several other instruments served as accompaniment for congregational singing.
Other music features were the Jerald
Glick family of Westfield, Ind.; violinist
Austin Hartman, a member of the Elizabethtown congregation and a student at the
Cleveland Institute of Music; and harpist
Greg Buchanan, of Costa Mesa, Calif.
Eileen Blowers was the Director of the

Meeting Director for 18 years, was not able
to attend the camp due to his father's illness. Dr. Luke Keefer, assisted by Paul
Meduri and Richard Lehman, capably led
the services.
The camp consists of five different segments. The preschool camp was led by
Tammy Bundenthal. Lynn Byer directed
the elementary school children. Tom Hale,
assisted by Shannon Simpson, was in
charge of the youth, and David Stanton
directed the young adults. The evening services provided a combined time for all ages
to experience God together.
We are grateful for the faithfulness of
God, for the attendance of people and for
the meeting of our financial needs. Next
year's camp meeting is July 14 to 21. |JJ

Children's Camp, using the theme "My
Heart, God's Castle." The offering project
was to provide funds for SPICE—the scholarship program for children in India and
Nepal. The children brought in $2,885,
which is enough to sponsor 23 children for
one school year!
The Junior High Camp followed the
theme "Living Under the Influence." The
leaders were Liz Brown and Sherri Flohr,
with Gregg Starr as main speaker. The offerings came to a total of $728, to buy Spanish
Bibles for distribution by Brethren in Christ
Missions. The youth also did a hands-on
project of making salvation bracelets (containing the colors of the "wordless book") to
be given to Child Evangelism Fellowship and
Brethren in Christ missionaries for distribution.
For the Teen Camp the leaders were Jim
Stauffer and Chad Frey, with the unusual
theme of "Preparation H: Heaven or Hell."
Jeff Baxter was the speaker, and New Light,
a team from Messiah College, helped with
music and worship, counseling, prayer and
drama. One day all youth (junior and senior
high) participated in a work project, clearing
rocks from the creek and rebuilding the
creek bank.
On four afternoons seminars were
offered, to provide for learning and spiritual growth in smaller, interactive settings. Bob
Geiger led sessions on outreach evangelism;
Steve Schellin on "The Holiness Movement
and the Younger Generation"; Terry and
Deb Brensinger on "Barriers and Bridges:
Developing Spiritual Intimacy in Marriage";
Marti Byers on "Surrender in Relationships";
and John Yeatts on the Book of Revelation.
A special feature on Missions Day was
the ordination of John Allen Brubaker to
the Christian ministry. John is the Executive Director of Brethren in Christ World
Missions. Bishop Ray Hock conducted the
ordination service. Pastor Milford Brubaker,
John's father, led in a prayer of consecration.
The offering on Missions Day, for world
missions and church planting in North
America, was $94,448. God touched the
hearts of his people with generosity in the
other offerings as well. The goal for the operational budget was $63,000. The amount of
$66,500 was received by the end of the second Sunday morning service, so we took no
more offerings for operations! The goal for
our capital offering was $60,000; the actual
received, in three offerings, was $64,986.
In the year 2000 the dates for camp meeting will be August 4 through 13. The evangelists will be Rev. Wingrove Taylor, of Barbados, West Indies; and Bishop Craig Sider,
of Elizabethtown, Pa.—Submitted by John
Hawbaker, Camp Meeting Director.
September/October 1999

Tuesday afternoon was labeled "activity
time," and the long list of suggested activities included "taking a nap." Wonderful!
The evening program called for a musical concert by the Thomas Hartman family from the Elizabethtown church. Austin,
18, gave renditions on his violin, and he
was joined, at times, by his sister Johanna,
14. Both were outstanding musicians.
Bethany Brooks (20) gave superb accompaniment on the piano. What a welcome
and inspiring change this was from the kind
of music that far too many youth engage in
these days.
T h i r d A n n u a l Retired M i n i s t r i e s
P e r s o n s Retreat

Assistance for
a self-audit
by P a u l H o s t e t l e r

The above tide was the theme for the
Third Annual Retired Ministries Persons
Retreat at Kenbrook Camp on June 7-9,
1999.
My wife Lela and I arrived a half hour
before registration time, so we found a seat
near the lake for quiet reflection. This, however, was repeatedly interrupted as other
carloads of registrants came crunching by
on the gravel drive. I tried to gauge their
age, maturity, and spirituality by the dust
they raised.
The co-directors were John Schock and
Richard Long. John led the opening session which had all the qualities of the oldfashioned love feasts the brothers and sisters enjoyed in a bygone generation. John
asked each person to use "one minute" to
relate some high points of her/his spiritual
journey and then suggest one verse of a
favorite gospel song for the group to sing.
In the "olden days" this was called "giving one's experience," and these filled a
whole opening session of the love feast.
Well, the printed program allowed two
hours for our sharing time, but enthusiastic retreaters cheerfully disregarding the
proposed time limit, laughing and weeping
together for more than three hours!
Pauline Allison, registered nurse and
wife of the late pastor Dale Allison, gave a
"medical audit" in the Monday evening session. She lifted up four main points: take
care of your body; take charge of your own
health; develop an ageless mental outlook;
and understand the value of humor.
Among her handouts was a page of "Wrinkle Busters" such as "A side benefit of forgetting names and faces—you keep meetSeptember/October
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ing new people every day." Also, "I've
reached that point in life when the only
thing I can exercise is caution."
On Tuesday morning Vernon Martin
Jr., C.P.A. and professor at Messiah College, presented a "financial audit." He
allowed lots of time for a lively question
and answer period and his advice was concise, clear, and very helpful.
The second morning session was devoted to praise and prayer. The group was broken into smaller units for the prayer time,
scattering to various locations. It was one of
the high points of the retreat. (But then,
every session seemed to be a high point.)

On Wednesday morning Pauline Allison administered the "spiritual audit," setting the stage well for a worship message
and c o m m u n i o n by Kenneth Hoke,
denominational General Secretary.
As is often tritely said, "A good time was
had by all." In addition to the above, there
were ample opportunities for fellowship in
the motel-quality rooms, at the tables during game times, on the spacious grounds,
and at the seven delicious and plenteous
meals. God spoke to us, and we conversed
with him and with each other.
The retreat next year will be on May 15, 2000. For more information, call (717)
865-4547.
^

Events in the Brethren
in Christ Church...
Special Emphasis Sundays...
Holidays...
It's all here in the
2000 Family Activities
Calendar!
It's time to place your order for the
«1E8RATIN6 WORSHIP
2000 edition of the full-color Brethren in
Christ Family Activity Calendar. It's the only calendar in the world
that lists the important events in Brethren in Christ life.
The Board for Media Ministries and Evangel Press have been
subsidizing the cost for several years as a ministry to our denomination. The calendar is not a money-making venture. One look at
the price schedule below will convince you of this fact when you
compare prices with other full-color calendars:
• One copy: $7.95
•Two copies: 12.75
•Three copies: 15.50
•Four copies: 18.00
(If ordering fewer than 5 copies, please send a check
with your order and we'll pay postage.)
• Five or more copies: $3.15 each plus postage.
Free imprinting when 50 or more copies are ordered:
your church or organization's name and address, phone
number, and pastor's name.

Call us toll-free for
more information:
(800) 253-9315, and
ask for Brenda.

Evangel Press
P.O. Box 189
Nappanee, IN 46550
Email:
sales@evangelpress.com
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Dialogue

name of spiritual growth, and have a
natural propensity to resist dogma of
the Church that has never been satisfactorily defined.

Too Existential For Church?
continued from page 35

Atonement—inadequately
defined.
Reconciliation—inadequately
defined.
Resurrection
Community—
inadequately defined.
Holy Spirit—we pray He
enters our lives.

The Church, in the name of suffering, is
supposed to convict all in the name of
spiritual growth, destruction and regrowth. For us existentialists, we suffer
not from being convicted by the Church,
but f r o m watching a c o m m u n i t y of
believers residing on a plane so far, far
away from our own.
Spiritual Growth vs.
Undefined Dogma

Admittedly, being an existential
Christian connotes a skeptic stance. It is
hard for us to understand such doctrines as the atonement when we are
not quite sure what is being atoned for.
We rest our beliefs in Christ and Christ
alone, and we question all else. Christ is
absolutely necessary. We believe that.
But why, and how? Existential Christians question and re-question in the

Let me be clear: we believe in the
atonement, we believe we have been
reconciled to God, and we believe we
will share in Christ's resurrection. But
we struggle and wrestle with these
a b s o l u t e C h r i s t i a n t r u t h s because
meaning for us is found in the Christian struggle with f a i t h — t h e good
fight—and nothing else.
To hear from the pulpit that Christ
has freed us from anxiety, guilt, misery,
self-loathing—sin's consequences—can
be frustrating and alienating. Why?

Because, from an experiential perspective, this seems misleading. Also, we
existentialists know that sin as a concept
has lost its edge and, for most of us, is to
be discovered in offenses not even punishable by civil courts. And we know
that we are all infected by it without
understanding it. Christ frees us from
the razor sharp teeth of a dragon we
never could see, yet supposedly exists as
our own creation.
W h a t arises f r o m all our serious
engagement with Christianity is dissatisfaction. Of course we are dissatisfied:
Christianity confirms our worst fear,
that reality "is" how it appears and "is"
in need of God's saving. We are dissatisfied with Christianity in the same way
Christ was dissatisfied: conscious of the
evil at hand and its preying upon the
human species; how this is cloaked by
the unknown; and confused as to how
this all relates to personal existence. But,
like Christ, we continue toward fulfilling our humanity with our eyes open.
T h e Existential C h r i s t i a n
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instead of cash
Give a farm commodity to Mennonite
Central Committee instead of cash.
Commodity donations reduce selfemployment and income taxes by nearly
half the value of your contribution,
depending on your tax situation.

Q

To find out more, contact M C C or your
Mennonite Foundation representative.

Mennonite Central Committee 717 859-1151
Mennonite Foundation 800 348-7468
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Attending Church for the existential
Christian is paradoxical and no doubt
painful. But the true existential Christian still believes in the Resurrection
Community, whether he or she feels
alienated or not (these are not just feelings bred by attending church). My colleague from seminary simply became
too indifferent to handle the responsibility, instead of allowing a potential
discomfort to contribute to the overall
"meaning" of his Christian experience.
Worship, I have decided, no matter
how one considers it, is painful, for true
worship is the suppression of the individual in conformity to God's expressed
in de-individualized congregational life.
We existential Christians attend Church
to worship, and to keep struggling to
know the c o m m u n i t y of Christians
around us who appear so far, far away.
Joel is a member of the Covenant congregation in Penetanguishene, Ontario, where he has
served as associate pastor for the last year. He is
presently in Ashland, Ohio, pursuing language
training in preparation for a Ph.D. program at
the University of South Africa. His dissertation
will be an examination of Soren Kierkegaard's
existential philosophy as it relates to the present
state of the church.
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Opening the
WordofUfe
I wish I could have been
with Jesus on
the r o a d to E m m a u s
All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teachittg, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Tim
3:16-17).
Describing what must have been the
most exciting Bible study ever, Luke
narrated Jesus' appearance to the disciples on the road to Emmaus. "And
b e g i n n i n g with Moses a n d all the
Prophets, he [Jesus] explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself" (Luke 24:27). I often
have wished to have been there. Think
about it, the Son of God himself running us through Old Testament 101.
Many of our confusions, ambiguities,
and questions would have dissolved as
Jesus began with Genesis and walked
us through the Scriptures to Malachi.
Alas, none of us were there.
The familiar text of 2 Timothy 3:1617 tells us that all Scripture is "Godbreathed." The word is theopneustos and
in the non-Christian Greek world it
conveyed the wisdom or dreams which
come f r o m God. Seldom was theopneustos used in reference to literature.
However, God specifically told Moses,
along with the other prophets, to write
his words. For example, "The LORD said
to Moses, ' C o m e up to m e on the
mountain and stay here, and I will give
you the tablets of stone, with the law
and commands I have written for their
instruction" (Exodus 24:12). God also
told the Israelites to study the laws and
commands. Thus, at its only occurrence
in the Bible, theopneustos refers to the
writings of the Old Testament, giving
the Old Testament divine authority and
elevating it to a status above other documents.
Along with this, Paul inserts the
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statement that because of its unique
inspiration, the Old Testament is "useful" (NIV) or "profitable" (NAS, KJV)
for the grooming and education of
God's people. Here Paul uses the word
ophelimos which connotes the idea of
helpfulness or serviceability, an advantage. The root meaning of ophelimos is
"to heap up," i.e., to accumulate wealth
or gain. Our possession of the Scriptures is to our gain indeed. Where
would the Christian be without them?
Some conclusions can be extracted
from these truths. First, the process of
inspiration involved God governing or
guiding the human writers so that what
was written was what God wanted written. Second, the inclusion of the little
word "all" confirms that no part of the
Old Testament was an interruption to
this process, but that the whole text is
intended by God for our study. Third,
people wielded the pen. Presumably,
this meant that there was a measure of
freedom in the inspiration process for
the writer to exercise his own intellect,
vocabulary, and cultural milieu in writing. Fourth, the process of the inspiration of the Scriptures is very different
from the way an artist or writer or one
who appreciates their work is inspired.
And, fifth, the Scriptures are true, and
are exactly what we need to know to
establish proper faith and a godly walk.
Nonetheless, the exact details of the
inspiration process remain a mystery.
Most theologians reject the idea that
God actually took possession of the
individual who was doing the writing;
that God himself moved the hand and
pen of the writer. The picture of a person in a sort of holy trance, writing as if
he were channeling the words of some
other force outside himself, does not
seem to fit with the way God works.
Peter tells us that "prophecy never had
its origin in the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21),
but the technical details of this process
are not explained.
It is helpful to look at Jesus' references to the Scriptures in an attempt to
understand what this sort of inspiration entails. He alludes to the fact of
divine inspiration itself when he refers
to David "speaking by the Spirit" in

Matthew 22:43. He asserts the eternal
or imperishable nature of the Scriptures
(Matthew 5:17-18). Jesus claims that
the Scriptures are true and that one errs
due to the lack of Jcnowledge of them
(Matthew 22:29). We can infer from
the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus
that the Scriptures supply adequate
information for proper faith and for a
God-acceptable life. When tempted by
Satan in the desert, Jesus sees the Scriptures as the final authority for behavior
and response. Regularly he refers to
Moses and the law as having sovereign
jurisdiction in the lives of God's people.
In John 5:45-47, Jesus confronts those
persecuting him, stating, "But do not
think I will accuse you before the
Father. Your accuser is Moses, on
w h o m y o u r h o p e s are set. If you
believed Moses, you would believe me,
for he wrote about me. But since you
do not believe what he wrote, how are
you going to believe what I say?" On
the road to Emmaus, Jesus explained
that the central pivot in comprehending
the Old Testament was to understand
this particular truth.
Up to this point, not much has been
said here about the inspiration of the
New Testament. The focus has been on
the Old Testament because at the onset
of the church, those were the texts they
studied and understood to be inspired.
Those were the texts Jesus referred to.
Afterward, in the latter half of the first
century, the disciples and some who
were associated with them would, again
inspired by the Holy Spirit, conclude
the process of composing God's written
word to humanity. "But the Counselor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you" (John 14:26).
I still wish to have been in that Bible
study taught on the road to Emmaus,
but my earlier statement, "alas, none of
us were there," is not really accurate.
Some of us were there (the two disciples
with Jesus) and without a doubt we
have their report. We call it the New
Testament.
The author, Edwin Kessler, pastors the Free
Grace Brethren in Christ Church in Millersburg,
Pa.
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What's a Christian
to do with Halloween?
continued from Back Cover

Second, God's Word tells us that we are
to live as children of the light. "Therefore
do not be partners with them. For you were
once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth) and find out what
pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with
the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather
expose them" (Eph. 5:7-11). Hardly anyone
would disagree that Halloween glorifies
death and celebrates darkness. As Christians, we must understand that not only do
we refuse to promote darkness and death,
but we must also expose them for what they
truly are: "fruitless deeds" that bring glory
to the Prince of Darkness.
Third, God's Word reminds us of the
spiritual nature of our battle against evil.

"Put on the full armor of God so that you
can take your stand against the devil's
schemes. For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms" (Eph.
6:11-12).

Halloween remains the most sacred day
of the year for Satanists, witches, and spiritists. It is still considered by witches as the
night on which they have their greatest
power. Followers of Jesus must be aware
that our battle is not against jack-o'lanterns, costumes, and cardboard cutouts
of Casper the friendly ghost. It is against
Satan—the thief who "comes., .to steal and
kill and destroy" (John 10:10).
Fourth, God's Word couldn't be clearer
when it speaks of God's presence and
power in the life of the believer. "You, dear
children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world"
(1 John 4:4). Our response to Halloween

•iscipleship for the <
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Continue to live in Christ

disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumph(Column editor's note: from time to time ing over them by the cross.
this space has been enhanced by the writing of
Since you died with Christ to the basic
guest authors. The following, excerpted from
principles of this world, why, as though
material from one of our most esteemed
you still belonged to it, do you submit to its
authors, came to my attention recently. It is
rules: "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do
pertinent to our consideration of the temptanot touch!"? These are all destined to pertion to worldliness. Iam pleased to share this
ish with use, because they are based on
space with this guest author—SMB.)
human commands and teachings. Such
regulations indeed have an appearance of
So then, just as you received Christ lesus
wisdom, with their self-imposed worship,
as Lord, continue to live in him, strengththeir false humility, and their harsh treatened in the faith as you were taught, and
ment of the body, but they lack any value in
overflowing with thankfulness.
restraining sensual indulgence.
See to it that no one takes you captive
Since, then, you have been raised with
through hollow and deceptive philosophy,
Christ,
set your hearts on things above,
which depends on human tradition and
where Christ is seated at the right hand of
the basic principles of this world rather
God. Set your minds on things above, not
than on Christ.
on earthly things. For you died, and your
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity
life is now hidden with Christ in God.
lives in bodily form, and you have been
When Christ, who is your life, appears,
given fullness in Christ, who is the head
then you also will appear with him in glory.
over every power and authority.
When you were dead in your sins, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us
all our sins, having canceled the written
code, with its regulations, that was against
us and that stood opposed to us; he took it
away, nailing it to his cross. And having
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Put to death, therefore, whatever
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry. Because of these,
the wrath of God is coming. You used to
walk in these ways, in the life you once

should not be one of fear, but of soberness,
confidence, and prayer. "For God did not
give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love, and of self-discipline" (2
Timothy 1:7). As the psalmist has reminded us, "The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be
afraid?" (Psalm 27:1).
Guidelines for participation in
Halloween

Each person and every family must
approach this subject with a clear and open
conscience before the Lord. An important
principle to keep in mind is that not every
Christian will share exactly the same convictions when it comes to Halloween. One
person may view jack-o'-lanterns as evil,
while another may view them as simply
pumpkins with cut-out faces. It may be
helpful for you to look over 1 Corinthians
chapter 8 and its discussion regarding personal freedom and sensitivity to other
Christians. The point here is that we are to

lived. But now you must rid yourselves of
all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips.
Do not lie to each other, since you have
taken off your old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the image of its
creator. Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and
is in all.
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with each other, and
forgive whatever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. And over all these virtues put
on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
The Apostle Paul,
Written about A. D. 60 to the
Christians at Colosse
September/October 1999

encourage and support—and not judge—
one another in Christian love (Matt. 7:1-2).
Here are some guidelines which may be
helpful to you in approaching Halloween:
1) Approach Halloween prayerfully.
There's a lot of garbage going on out there
in the world. Cover your children in prayer.
Commit your home to the Lord. Know that
God is a faithful God who delights in hearing and answering our prayers (Matt.

t

Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing
to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Letters to Onesimus
may be published unless they are marked
" Personal-Not for Publication."

21:22).

2) Parents: Decide together what is
appropriate and inappropriate for your
children. Do this in regards to costumes
and decorations and then clearly communicate your expectations to your children.
The wearing of costumes in and of itself is
not wrong. Dressing up can be a lot of fun,
and tends to encourage creativity in children (and adults!). The important thing is
to be careful to avoid any representations of
death, Satan, the occult, or witchcraft, as
they clearly contradict God's Word and are
inconsistent with God's call for us to live as
children of light (Eph. 5:8-9).
3) Halloween is a great opportunity to
witness to those who don't know Jesus. Slip
a tract into trick-or-treaters' bags along
with your treat. Decorate your house in a
bright and festive way, possibly using a
country, autumn, or Bible theme. Bless kids
as they come to your house. Hand out fliers
inviting them to church.
4) If you allow your kids to go trick-ortreating, make sure you know where they're
going and who they're going with. Accompany small children at all times, steering
them away from houses with overtly evil
themes.
5) Take spiritual inventory of your
home. Ask God to reveal any materials,
magazines, games, books, videos, video
games, or toys etc., that do not bring glory
to God. Use October 31 as an opportunity
to "clean house" of any materials that have
themes relating to the occult, pornography,
witchcraft, or Satanism. Remove anything
that glorifies violence or dehumanizes other
people. In short, get rid of anything in your
home that does not encourage your family's relationship with Christ.
6) Plan some alternative activities on or
around Halloween. Many churches sponsor celebrations that are positive alternatives to the regular Halloween fare—and
they are a blast! Also, autumn is a great
time of year for family outings of various
kinds.
Perry Engle is pastor of the New Community Brethren in Christ Church in Pomona, Calif.
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Dear Paul,
I was wondering if you have ever had
occasion to read what Peter wrote about
outward beauty?
"Your beauty should not come from
outward adornment, such as braided hair
and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine
clothes. Instead, it should be that of your
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in
God's sight" (1 Peter 3:3-4).
I am sorry to say that my wife read this,
and the results are less than pleasant to me.
Paul, you know I am not a man who
places a great deal of importance on external appearances, but it is my fear that some
who read this could "miss the forest for the
trees." I think my wife has taken this as a
call to mediocrity. Suddenly she is fussing
about whether or not her "appearance"
could be causing men to sin, and has taken
to wearing some fairly strange clothing. If
this keeps up, she will soon be walking
around with a veil over her face!
I could be wrong on this, but isn't it
Peter's point that it is our inner selves that
people should see and not the outer?
Wasn't he saying that if you dress gaudily or
with expensive, elaborate trinkets, people
will be so distracted by those things that

I'm convinced that some
people will be lost to the
Kingdom of God because
they could not see past the
external trivialities that
Christ's people too often
made primary at the
expense of that which is
truly valuable.

they will fail to see the light of Christ shining from within? I believe he is saying this.
I also believe that under-dressing creates the same problem. If a woman makes it
her mission in life to look as unattractive as
possible, does that not also divert the attention of those who see her away from her
inner self and onto the outer person? Is
Peter saying that it should be our goal in life
to look so absolutely unattractive, that
those who take a "second look" are only
doing so out of morbid curiosity?
I can see no evidence of such a perspective in Peter's comment.
What do you think of my paraphrasing
Peter's comments in this way:
"Your goal in adorning yourselves
should not be to draw attention to your
outer self, but rather you should dress to
blend. By wearing moderate clothing in
keeping with the styles of your day, your
inner qualities will become more evident.
Instead of being distracted by the way you
are clothed, people will more easily see the
real you. If this resembles the Spirit of God
who indwells you, it will also bless others
and please God."
I also believe this principle is transferable
to all of life. When Christians slide to either
end of the social spectrum—living in lavish,
extravagant wealth, or in abject poverty—
the attention of those around them is distracted by the polarity of these conditions.
Rather than seeing Christ, they most naturally focus on the economic factors that are
visible.
I'm convinced that some people will be
lost to the Kingdom of God because they
could not see past the external trivialities
that Christ's people too often made primary at the expense of that which is truly valuable. I'm also convinced that Christians
should seek to blend in their lifestyles, being
relatively unremarkable in any way.
I have informed my wife that I intend to
be as unremarkable as possible. She
informed me that that should not be difficult!
Your Reflective Friend,
Onesimus
Evangelical Visitor
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Focusing our Mission
Just step over
the edge, honey
by Roger Lloyd Williams

Her knees shook uncontrollably and
her voice quivered with fear. "You must
be crazy," my wife said. (This is not the
first time she's said that to me.) I replied in
a calming voice, "Just lean back over the
cliff and trust the rope." White-knuckled
and weak-kneed, Margaret backed over
the cliff and began her first rappeling
descent to the ground fifty feet below. It
was not a pretty performance, but she
made it and came back to try again. Her
main accomplishment was overcoming a
longstanding fear of heights.
Rappeling, is no big deal. However,
overcoming fear and turning our lives over
to someone or something else is a big deal.
In rappeling we are asked to rely on equipment; in life we are asked to step into the
abyss of the future, relying on Christ.
Seventy years ago, the Brethren in
Christ began a ministry into the unknown
by incorporating the Brethren in Christ
Publication Board (later to become the
Brethren in Christ Board for Media Ministries, Inc.). These leaders anchored their
ropes to Christ and stepped back over the
edge of time. A lot has changed in the last
70 years. In a way, even change has
changed. Change used to come in more
manageable chunks. Now change is
endemic, pervasive, chaotic, and rampant.
Change can be either positive or negative.
However, one who questions the value of
change for change's sake runs the risk of
being labeled "reactionary." This is not
new. Battlefields over change are spread
throughout history and usually change
struts off the field victorious.
We are in the midst of one of humanity's greatest revolutions. None of us will
live to see the full impact brought about by
the newest methods of communication.
It's a revolution in its infancy—akin to
approaching a newly opened door and
stepping into a dark room. This room we
are entering extends to Christ's return.
34
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250 Growing, Discipling,
Sending Congregations
by A.D. 2000

There will be both horrible and enjoyable
encounters. From this room people will
go to heaven or hell. There will be traps
that we have never before encountered.
For example, will humanity become
addicted to entertainment, where palatability of life's experiences is determined by
an entertaining sugar shell? Are we developing into a culture where each message is
filtered through showmanship? Only the
best "show" gets our attention. If so, how
will this impact the message of Christ in
the future? The need for the church to
bring light is immense. Will we become a
church addicted to entertainment, craving visual and tactile stimulation in our
church media and message? If we don't
entertain in our church services, in our
sermons, in our publications, indeed in
every relationship, do we run the risk of
losing to secular competition the attention of the minds and souls of others?
The Board for Media Ministries is 70
years old and still rappeling. We've perhaps made a few mistakes along the way
and perhaps our journey hasn't always
been pretty. However, we're still "hanging
in there," so to speak.
The Board for Media Ministries has
established a new division titled Denominational Communications. We recently
hired Ronald C. Ross to manage this new
endeavor as the Associate for Communications. He will be working out of the
church offices in Grantham, Pa. Ron will
replace Glen A. Pierce, who has served as
denominational editor since 1980. Glen
will assume full-time responsibilities for
managing Evangel Publishing House.
We're changing in order to enhance our
relevancy and efficacy in bringing the
Word of Christ to all people. It is the
Board's mission to assist the church in
evangelism, nurture, and worship in relevant and meaningful ways. That means
we must change with society while being
true to the Word. It's clear we cannot
appeal to everyone at all times. However, it
is our mission to communicate with the
entire denomination. With the current
"Balkanization" of society, this is not an

ISnralffll

easy task. Things change so rapidly that
the difference between a twenty-year-old
and a fifteen-year-old can be as great as
that between the seventy-year-old and the
thirty-year-old. It's a daunting task, and
we covet your prayers, ideas, and support
in searching for ways to communicate to
the entire church, while being relevant to
individuals and their unique perspectives.
The future will not be what it used to
be. As the Board for Media Ministry continues to serve the denomination, it will
become increasingly important for us to
present a fresh look to the message of salvation that Jesus brought almost two
thousand years ago. The Visitor will continue in its role to bring news for, to, and
about the denomination to those willing
to subscribe. The denomination's magazine is mandated to serve a constituency
that looks forward to having a Visitor
come into their home and give them a
deeper understanding of being Brethren
in Christ. Yes, our most recent publication, is assigned the task of communicating to the whole denomination—especially those who are young and/or new to
the church. Yes provides the link to
upcoming generations, as we carry our
torch into the darkness of the future. The
Board for Media Ministries has also been
charged with expansion of the role of congregational life materials, enhancement of
internet sites, and assistance to various
boards in their communications.
We are backing over the cliff. We cannot let fear deter us. We must attach the
rope to the firm foundation of lesus Christ
and step out with confidence and passion.
Please pray for us.

Roger Williams is
Executive Director of
the Board for Media
Ministries.
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1999

DIALOGUE

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
P e r s o n s c o n t r i b u t i n g to

Readers

Respond ( l e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r ) a r e

Too Existential For Church?
by Joel A. Robitaille

Last week I visited a colleague who
was a defining part of my seminary
experience, and we began talking about
our spiritual lives, particularly our activities in the Church. To my surprise, my
friend admitted his lack of attendance
in his local church, claiming he was just
too "existential." Now my friend did not
have to explain any further, for I knew
what he meant as well as any other 25year-old who has taken Christianity as
seriously as we have.
Christianity is the central paradox of
life as we know it, and to understand
Christianity is to "experience" the paradox to the point of mental collapse,
where only faith can "become." Because
this article must be short, I will discuss
only a few selections I define as the
Church's Paradoxes of Alienation: personal misery vs. communal worship;
manifestations of sin vs. sin; and spiritual growth vs. undefined dogma.
Personal Misery vs.
Communal Worship

Why does the Church alienate when
its function is to heal? Or is the Church's
function to heal? That is the question.
From the time a child is old enough
to walk, the emphasis is on independence, using one's imagination, taking
responsibility. Personal misery provides
a sense of the brokenness demanding
fixing, or in other words, the need to
progress toward wholeness. And the
beauty of such a realization is that it promotes the spiritual migration from fiitile
independence to a will bent to God's.
The problem is that this sense of personal relationship with God becomes so
"personal," so independent—conforming to everything the child has been
taught—that the corporate experience
violates everything which the person
who values the "personal experience"
holds dear.
T h e result is t h a t i n d i v i d u a l is
estranged from a service he or she has
been part of all of his or her life. What
has been familiar is foreign, what used to
September/October
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promote hope only precipitates social
withdrawal. The existential person hears
hymns and testimonies and sermons
exhorting dynamics of spirituality he
knows not to be true in his heart, and it
pains him to the very soul.
Christ came into the world to exemplify suffering, and the Church—the
Church happily hums, or melancholically sheds tears, in the mistaken notion
that Christianity offers spiritual healing,
when it simply does not, at least not in
the way we existential Christians conceive of healing.
Maybe this is the role of the Church
for the existential Christian: to go to
Church to be further broken, so that he
or she can be further healed. This may
be so, but the fact that the Church condemns symptoms of the disease rather
than the disease itself, to the existential
Christian, is less forgivable than what
appears as an obligatory charade of
community.
Manifestations of Sin vs. Sin

I have a memory: a man the size of a
house preaching about the pitfalls of
alcohol addiction. I have a memory: a
man (later revealed to be an adulterer)
sharing his views on the evils of homosexuality.
The problem the existential Christian
has w i t h the m o r a l agenda of the
Church is not so much what is stressed,
but what is not stressed. Because the
existential Christian's central struggle is
the rise and decline of faith, morality
provides the absolute margins for his or
her Christian experience. What is baffling for the existential Christian is the
supposed morality of the "Church"
which poses as the morality of "Christianity."
Alcohol, drugs, smoking, premarital
sex—these are all manifestations of likely pitfalls, granted, but the intolerance of
the Christian perspective for a life outside its ideals simply outweighs Christ's
commission of love. The Church rightfully makes drugs and alcohol abuse the
enemy, but too often does so while overlooking the 500-pound man, or the
woman who has "raped" Christianity to

encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be signed.
Occasionally we may decide to withhold n a m e s d u e to s p e c i a l c i r c u m stances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a f o r u m for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
You may send your responses by email at this address:
eph@tln.net.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in Christ Church or
this periodical.

fill every need in her life: unhealthy, sinful addictions.
Every person in the Church knows
that an addict of any sort suffers extraordinarily in this culture, but also recognizes the sin behind the addiction. The
existential Christian, perhaps more than
any other, sees the contempt behind
righteous indignation, knowing that the
contempt has nothing to do with concern or love, or the sin itself, but simply
self-aggrandizing pretension. We existential Christians assume every person
has his "drug or alcohol problem" in
some form or another. We categorize the
problem as the disease of the soul and its
various expressions, and look for a general form of healing. At the same time,
we existentialists do not consider the fornicator, alcoholic, or pathetic junkie to
be any worse than ourselves. They are
"us" in the sense that no action can be a
sin, but the disposition which breeds it.
Instead, we fear for the stagnant Christian posing as a Christian who, in the
name of Christ, has made one of sin's
popular manifestations a worse crime
than rejecting the robbed, wounded
traveler at the side of the road.
As you can see, the system has been
defined in such a way that certain reprehensible acts in the Church have been
highlighted, allowing those in the pews
who are lucky enough to reflect such
values to go home with a light heart.
continued on page 30
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T'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN.
Everywhere you look are the mischievous representations of ghosts,
ghouls, and skeletons. It's a confusing
time of year for parents and for children alike, especially when you are trying to
discern what is appropriate for those who
desire to live according to the precepts of
God's Word.
What are the origins of Halloween?
What does God's Word say about our participation in events such as this? What are
some positive alternatives to all of the
ghoulishness taking place on Halloween
night? These are some of the questions that
need to be addressed as Halloween
approaches. The following are some guidelines that should help you think through
these issues from a Biblical point of view.
The origins of Halloween

Even in ancient times, Halloween was a
festival for witches, goblins, and ghosts, as
well as for lighting bonfires and playing
devilish pranks. Named "All Hallows Eve,"
the festival was first celebrated by the
ancient Celts in Ireland in the fifth century
B.C. The Celts believed that on October 31,
all persons who had died in the previous
year assembled to choose the body of the
person or animal they would inhabit for
the next twelve months, before they could
pass peacefully into the afterlife. To frighten roving souls, Celtic family members
dressed themselves as demons, hobgoblins,
and witches. They paraded first inside, then
outside their houses, always being as noisy
and destructive as possible.
Finally, they clamored along the street to
a bonfire outside town. A villager, deemed
by appearance or mannerism to be already
possessed, could be sacrificed in the fire as
a lesson to other spirits contemplating
human possession. Eventually, human sacrifice was outlawed, substituting effigies for
real people.
lack-o'-lanterns originated in Irish folk-
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lore. As the legend goes, a man named Jack,
notorious for his evil ways, tricked the devil
into climbing up a tree. He finally let the
devil loose when he got him to promise
that he would never tempt Jack to sin again.
Upon his death, Jack was barred from both
heaven and hell, and condemned to wander
in darkness until Judgment Day. Satan did
give Jack one glowing ember from hell,
which he placed into a turnip he had
chewed hollow to light his way. This
became known as Jack's lantern.
Trick or treating, as far as can be determined, originated in ninth century Europe.
On All Soul's Day, people walked from village to village begging for square biscuits
with currants, called soul cakes. The beggars promised to offer up prayers for dead
relatives in return for the treats. The prayers
offered, they believed, would hasten a dead
person's journey from limbo into heaven.
What does the Bible say about
our involvement in Halloween?

Today, Halloween has turned into one
of the biggest celebrations of the year. Its
emphasis on dressing up and on free candy
makes it a special favorite of children. What
principles can we gather from God's Word
regarding a Christian's involvement in Halloween?
First, God's Word tells us that as Christians we are not to be conformed to the
ways of the world. "Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is—his good, pleasing, and
perfect will" (Romans 12:2).
As followers of lesus Christ, our way of
living and our way of celebrating is to be
different than that of the rest of the world.
Our involvement with Halloween—as with
any other celebration—should be to bring
God's transforming, life-giving presence
into its midst.
continued on page 32

